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THE    MISSOURI    PERSECUTIONS. 


ZION'S    CAMP. 

"  When  the  Lord  commands, do  it."  This 
is  what  the  Prophet  Joseph  declared  to 
be  his  rule.  Therefore,  when  the  Lord 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  1834, 
commanded  him  to  gather  together  the 
strength  of  the  Lord's  house — the  young 
and  middle-aged  men  in  the  Church — 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Missouri,  to 
redeem  Zion,  two  days  later  he  was  seen 
leaving  his  home  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  to  fiulfil  this  requirement.  He 
was  accompanied  by  P.  P.  Pratt  on  this 
strange  mission;  and  other  leading  El- 
ders went  in  various  directions  on  the 
same  errand.  They  traveled  among  the 
branches  of  the  Church  in  the  East, 
pleading  the  cause  of  Zion — asking  the 
Saints  to  assist  in  her  redemption  by 
contributing  of  their  substance  to  relieve 
the  distress  of  their  brethren  who  had 
been  driven  from  their  homes  in  Zion, 
who  were  exiles,  and  largely  dependent 
upon  the  kindness  of  strangers  for 
means  of  living.  They  called  upon  the 
Saints  to  send  money  to  Missouri  with 
which  to  purchase  inheritances  for  them- 
selves; they  also  asked  the  young  and  the 
middle-aged  men  to  volunteer  to  go  to 
Zion,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  their 
brethren  to  maintain  their  possessions  in 
Jackson  County,  when  the  State  author- 
ities should  reinstate  them  in  their 
homes.from  which  they  had  been  driven 
by  the  relentless  cruelties  of  mob 
violence.  We  have  none  of  the  speeches 
of  these  Elders  in  print;  we  cannot  tell, 
directly,  how  well  they  told  the  story  of 
Zion's  wrongs;  but  surely  the  plain  un- 


varnished statement  of  her  woes  would 
move  an  adamantine  heart  to  pity;  while 
those  who  held  the  sufferers  as  brethren 
in  a  common  cause  would  weep  over 
their  affliction,  and  with  resolution 
stronger  than  the  love  of  life,  pledge 
their  fortunes  and  themselves  to  bring 
about  their  restoration  to  their  homes  and 
secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  It 
will  become  necessary,  however,  in  an- 
other place  for  us  to  tell  how  unsympa- 
thetic, and  what  a  lack  of  faith  there 
was  among  the  eastern  branches  of  the 
Church;  and  how  these  things  justly 
brought  upon  those  Saints  the  displeas- 
ure of  their  God,  and  prevented  for  the 
time,  the  redemption  of  Zion. 

The  village  of  New  Portage,  abouf 
fifty  miles  from  Kirtland,  Ohio,  was 
made  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  here, 
about  the  first  of  May,  the  volunteers  to 
redeem  Zion  began  to  assemble.  On 
the  sixth  they  were  joined  by  their 
youthful  prophet-leader;  who,  the  next 
day,  organized  them  as  follows:  F.  G. 
Williams  was  appointed  Treasurer  and 
Paymaster.  All  the  money  was  collected 
and  given  into  his  keeping.  Zerubbabel 
Snow  was  appointed  Commissary  Gen- 
eral. There  were  also  other  general 
officers  that  were  appointed,  but  what 
they  were  we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 
The  company  was  divided  into  smaller 
companies,  twelve  men  in  each.  These 
companies  elected  their  own  captains, 
who  then  assigned  each  man  in  their 
respective  companies  his  duty,  thus: 
two  cooks;  two  firemen;  two  tent  mak- 
ers; two  watermen;    one   runner;   two 


202 


THE  MISSOURI  PERSECUTIONS. 


wagoners  and  horsemen;  and  one  com- 
missary. In  all,  the  company  that  col- 
lected at  New  Portage  numbered  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  which  was  increased 
by  the  time  it  reached  Missouri  to  about 
two  hundred. 

The}'  purchased  flour  and  baked  their 
own  bread,  and  cooked  their  own  pro- 
visions, which,  at  times,  were  scarce. 
Their  baggage  wagons,  about  twenty  in 
number,  were  so  loaded  with  their  pro- 
visions, arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing 
for  their  distressed  brethren  in  Missouri 
that  nearly  the  whole  company  had  to 
walk.  Every  night  before  retiring  to 
sleep,  the  blast  of  the  evening  trumpet 
called  them  to  prayers  in  their  respective 
tents;  and  the  morning  trumpet  sum- 
moned them  to  implore  the  assistance  of 
Divine  Providence  to  be  over  them  in 
the  day's  march.  Thus  they  journeyed 
on,  pitching  their  tents  by  the  way-side 
and  in  the  wilderness;  stopping  occa- 
sionally for  a  few  days,  to  refresh  their 
overworked  teams;  and  always  remain- 
ing in  camp  on  the  Sabbath  day  to  hold 
divine  service,  and  partake  of  the  sacra- 
ment. On  the  occasion  of  their  holding 
public  worship,  the  people  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  encampment  would  attend  and 
wonder  much  at  the  doctrines  they 
heard,  being  puzzled  to  know  what  sect 
of  men  they  were. 

Such  a  company  of  men  traveling  in 
this  manner  through  the  country  did  not 
fail  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  people; 
and  every  effort  was  made  by  them  to 
learn  the  names  of  the  leaders,  the  busi- 
ness, object,  and  destination  of  the  ex- 
pedition; but  in  this  they  failed,  as  it  was 
Joseph's  instructions  to  the  members  of 
the  company  not  to  make  these  things 
known.  There  were  several  boys  in  the 
expedition,  and  at  times  these  were 
questioned  by  strangers,  but  with  very 
ungratifying  results.  Among  the  num- 
ber of  boys  so  questioned  was  Geo.  A. 
Smith,  afterwards  one  of  the  counselors 
to  President  Brigham  Young.  The 
questions  and  answers  were  about  like 
this: 

"My  boy,  where  are  you  from?" 

"From  the  East." 

"Where  are  you  going?" 


"To  the  West." 

"What  for?" 

"To  see  where  we  can  get  land  cheap- 
est and  best." 

"Who  leads  the  camp?" 

"Sometimes  one,  sometimes  another." 

"What  name?" 

"Captain  Wallace,  Mayor  Bruce,  Or- 
son Hyde,  James  Allred,  etc."*  The 
people  not  unfrequently  however,  sus- 
pected they  were  Mormons,  and  many 
times  the  little  band  was  threatened  with 
destruction,  and  spies  continually  har- 
rassed  them  by  trying  to  get  into  their 
camps.  They  were  foiled  in  these  things 
though,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  guard 
who  nightly  patrolled  their  encampment. 
At  various  points  through  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  they  were  told  their  passage 
would  be  resisted,  but  these  things  noth- 
ing daunted  them.  The  opposition  was 
overawed  more  than  once  by  the  num- 
bers in  the  camp  being  multiplied  in 
the  eyes  of  their  enemies.  They  knew 
the  object  of  the  expedition  to  be  a 
noble  one.  They  were  conscious  of 
God's  approval,  and  of  the  presence  in 
their  midst  of  His  angels;  and  strength- 
ened by  the  knowledge  of  these  things, 
they  fearlessly  marched  on  to  accom- 
plish the  work  of  redeeming  Zion. 
Joseph  says:  "We  know  that  the  angels 
were  our  companions, for  we  saw  them." 
A  circumstance  in  the  experience  of  P. 
P.  Pratt  furnishes  us  further  testimony 
of  the  presence  of  angels  with  this  expe- 
dition. Elder  Pratt  was  chiefly  engaged 
as  a  recruiting  officer.  And  on  one 
occasion,  when  he  had  traveled  all  night 
to  overtake  a  small  company  he  was 
conducting  to  the  main  company,  he 
camped  at  noon  on  a  broad  level  plain 
to  let  his  horse  feed.  No  habitation 
was  near.  Stillness  and  repose  reigned 
around  him.  "I  sank  down,"  he  says, 
"overpowered  with  a  deep  sleep,  and 
might  have  lain  in  a  state  of  oblivion  till 
the  shades  of  night  had  gathered  about 
me,  so  completely  was  I  exhausted  for 
the  want  of  sleep  and  rest;  but  I  had 
only  slept  a  few  moments  till  the  horse 
had  grazed  sufficiently,  when  a  voice, 
more  loud  and  shrill  than  I  had  ever  be- 

*  Celebration  Pioneers'  Day,  p.  18. 
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fore  heard  fell  upon  my  ear,  and  thrilled 
through  every  part  of  my  system;  it  said: 
"Parley,  it  is  time  to  be  up  and  on  your 
journey"  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  I 
was  perfectly  aroused,  I  sprang  to  my 
feet  so  suddenly  that  I  could  not  at  first 
recollect  where  I  was,  or  what  was  be- 
fore me  to  perform.  I  afterwards  re- 
lated the  circumstance  to  Brother  Joseph 
Smith,  and  he  bore  testimony  that  it 
was  the  angel  of  the  Lord  who  went  be- 
fore the  camp,  who  found  me  overpow- 
ered with  sleep,  and  thus  awoke  me."* 

Their  line  of  travel  led  them  through 
Indiana  and  the  central  part  of  the  grand 
State  of  Illinois.  Their  journey  was 
undertaken,  too,  at  a  time  of  year— May 
and  June — when  nature  appears  in  her 
most  lovely  attire.  When  the  forests 
that  bordered  the  winding  streams  were 
in  full  leaf,  and  filled  with  the  resonance 
of  birds,  the  hum  of  bees  and  insects. 
When  the  great  prairies,  which  quite  be- 
wilder one,  with  their  vastness,  are 
clothed  in  their  variegated  garments  of 
grass  and  wild  flowers  that  reflect  all  the 
shades  and  tints  of  the  bended  bow  in 
the  heavens.  At  a  time  of  year  when  in 
the  upper  deep  there  is  a  deeper  blue, 
when  the  rising  sun  seems  to  shed  a 
brighter  light  upon  the  earth  beneath, 
and  when  his  parting  rays  paint  the 
evening  skies  in  splendors  unsurpassed. 
I  think  I  see  them  after  a  hard  day's 
march  making  their  encampment.  The 
sun  had  just  sunk  behind  the  western 
horizon  as  Joseph  and  the  standard 
bearer  were  choosing  the  place  for  their 
night's  rest.  They  have  paused  upon 
the  summit  of  one  of  the  gentle  swells  of 
prairie  so  common  in  their  line  of  travel. 
A  short  distance  to  the  south  is  a  small 
wooded  stream.  To  the  north  and  east, 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  see,  is  nothing  but 
the  broad,  gently  rolling  prairie;  but 
looking  west,  the  horizon  is  bounded  by 
a  view  of  the  heavy  forests  which  mark 
the  meandering  course  of  the  Illinois. 

"Brother  Joseph,  would  it  not  be  better 
to  make  our  camp  further  to  the  south, 
down  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  where 
wood  and  water  would  be  handier?"  said 
he   who  bore   the  standard.     "I   think 

*  Autobiography  of  P.  P.  Pratt,  p.  123, 


not,  brother  Hyrum,"  replied  Joseph 
"You  know  we  received  word  that  the 
people  intend  to  prevent  us  crossing  the 
Illinois  River,  which  we  will  reach  by 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow;  so  that  we  are 
now  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our 
enemies.  If  we  camp  in  the  woods,  they 
could  surround  us,  and  we  not  be  aware 
of  it.  But  by  making  this  eminence  our 
camp  ground,  they  can't  approach  with- 
out being  observed  by  our  guards;  and  I 
think  the  brethren  will  quite  willingly 
carry  both  wood  and  water  that  far,  to 
enjoy  the  feeling  of  security  this  position 
will  give  us." 

And  now  the  main  company  has 
come  in  full  view  over  a  hill  to 
the  east,  and  as  they  see  the  ensign 
planted  on  the  swell  of  prairie  already 
referred  to,  they  know  the  camp-ground 
has  been  chosen.  Anxious  to  obtain 
food  and  rest,  they  urge  their  jaded 
teams  to  make  better  speed,  and  soon 
the  twenty  wagons  are  arranged  in  two 
curving  lines,  to  make  an  oval  enclosure 
with  openings  at  each  end.  Now  is  en- 
acted a  busy  scene.  Men  are  hurrying 
to  and  fro  in  all  directions;  but  there  is 
no  confusion.  Each  one  knows  what  is 
required  of  him,  and  cheerfully  performs 
his  allotted  part.  The  teamsters  have 
unhitched  and  stripped  the  harness  from 
their  sweating  teams,  that  quietly  crop 
the  rich  grass;  the  firemen  and  watermen 
have  brought  both  fuel  and  water,  and 
already  the  sombre  twilight  is  made 
cheerful  by  the  light  of  the  camp-fire, 
around  which  the  cooks  are  busy  pre- 
paring the  evening  meal.  The  tent- 
makers  are  stretching  the  tents  within 
the  space  enclosed  by  the  wagons,  and 
making  down  the  beds.  Orders  are 
given  in  a  cheerful,  half-jesting  style. 
All  is  peace — all  is  union.  Now  you 
see  the  men  quickly  gathering  around 
their  respective  fires,  as  their  several 
cooks  announce  supper  ready.  As  they 
quietly  seat  themselves  around  their 
food,  heads  are  bared,  and  thanks  re- 
turned to  Him,  who  had  commanded 
them  in  everything  to  give  thanks. 
Pleasant  conversation  prevails  in  nearly 
every  group.  The  trials  of  the  day  are 
turned  into  merriment — anecdotes  and 
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jests  provoke  peals  of  laughter,  and  the 
toils  of  the  day  are  forgotten.  Supper  is 
over.  Around  a  fire  near  the  centre  of 
the  encampment  have  gathered  a  num- 
ber of  brethren,  and  their  prophet- 
leader  is  relating  to  them  some  of  the 
visions  of  his  early  youth,  interspersing 
his  narrative  with  maxims  of  incalcul- 
able value  to  the  hearers.  As  he  warms 
under  the  glow  of  the  spirit  of  God,  he 
tells  them  of  the  future  glory  of  Zion — of 
the  temple  to  be  overshadowed  by  a  pil- 
lar of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by 
night — of  her  being  a  place  of  refuge — a 
city  of  peace  in  which  the  Saints  of  God 
shall  safely  dwell,  and  how  the  wicked 
shall  say,  "let  us  not  go  up  to  battle 
against  Zion,  for  her  inhabitants  are 
terrible."  Hark;  Listen!  In  another 
part  of  the  camp  a  number  of  the  breth- 
ren are  singing;  and  as  the  melody  floats 
out  on  the  calm  stillness  of  the  night, 
you  recognize  one  of  the  familiar  songs 
of  Zion: 

"Glorious  things  of  thee  are  spoken, 
Zion,  city  of  our  God! 

He,  whose  word  can  not  be  broken, 
Chose  thee  for  His  own  abode. 

"On  the  Rock  of  ages  founded, 
What  can  shake  thy  sure  repose! 

With  salvation's  walls  surrounded, 
Thou  may'st  smile  on  all  thy  foes. 

"Round  each  habitation  hovering 
See  the  cloud  and  fire  appear 

For  a  glory  and  a  covering 

Showing  that  the  Lord  is  near. 

"Fat'inj  are  all  worldly  treasures, 
With  their  boasted  pomp  and  show; 

Heavenly  joys  and  lasting  pleasures, 
None  but  Zion's  children  know." 

The  song  was  scarcely  concluded 
when  the  sharp,  thrilling  notes  of  the 
bugle  summoned  to  prayer.  All  hands 
promptly  retire  to  their  tents,  and  are 
engaged  in  solemn  devotion.  Few 
leave  the  tents  after  prayer.  The 
guards  have  been  notified  to  take  their 
places,  and  their  comrades  stretch  out 
their  tired  limbs  upon  their  rude  pallets. 
As  the  bustle  in  the  camp  ceases,  and 
naught  is  heard  but  the  whispered  con- 
versation of  the  guards,  or  their  foot- 
steps as  they  move  back  and  forth  upon 


their  beats,  you  hear  in  the  distance  the 
plaintive  notes  of  the  whip-poor-will. 
And  now  the  pale  moon  slowly  raises 
and  bathes  in  her  soft  light  the  sleeping 
camp. 

After  crossing  the  Illinois,  they  pass 
many  of  those  mysterious  earth -mounds 
so  common  in  that  section — mysterious 
mounds!  No,  not  mysterious  to  them, 
for  they  had  with  them  the  record  of 
those  peoples  who  erected  them — the 
Nephites  and  Lamanites.  While  en- 
camped on  the  western  bank  of  the  Illi- 
nois, Joseph  and  several  others  ascended 
a  high  mound  from  which  they  could 
overlook  the  tops  of  the  trees,  and  see 
the  prairies  beyond.  On  the  top  of  the 
mound  were  three  stone  altars,  erected 
one  above  the  other,  "according  to  the 
ancient  order,"  said  Joseph.  Human 
bones  were  scattered  about  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground;  and  after  removing 
about  a  foot  of  the  soil  at  the  crown  of 
the  mound,  they  found  the  skeleton  of  a 
man  nearly  complete.  Between  his  ribs 
was  an  Indian  arrow-head  which, 
doubtless,  had  produced  his  death. 
The  visions  of  Joseph's  mind  were 
opened,  and  he  learned  that  this 
man  whose  skeleton  they  had  found, 
was  named  Zelph.  He  was  a  white  La- 
manite;  the  curse  of  the  black  skin  being 
taken  from  him,  because  of  his  right- 
eousness. He  was  a  noted  character, 
a  warrior  and  chieftain  under  the  great 
Prophet  Omandagus,  who  was  known 
from  the  hill  Cumorah  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  He  was  killed  in  the  last 
great  struggle  of  the  Lamanites  and 
Nephites  by  the  arrow  found  among 
his  ribs. 

As  soon  as  the  camp  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi, there  was  manifested  by  some, a 
spirit  of  insubordination.  Particularly 
was  this  the  case  with  Sylvester  Smith, 
who  exhibited  a  selfish,  and  with  others, 
a  quarrelsome  spirit.  One  evening 
when  provisions  in  camp  were  scarce, 
Elder  P.  P.  Pratt  called  upon  Sylvester 
Smith  for  something  to  eat;  and  although 
Smith  had  food,  he  refused  to  minister 
to  Brother  Pratt,  and  sent  him  to  some- 
one else.  The  end  of  it  was  brother 
Pratt  had  to  retire  hungry.    Joseph   be- 
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ing  told  of  this,  severely  reproved  the 
offender;  and  whether  that  reproof  con- 
tinued to  gall  the  feelings  of  Sylvester 
Smith  or  not,  we  cannot  say.  But  at 
any  rate,  as  soon  as  they  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  this  same  man  and  Lyman 
Wight  made  an  effort  to  divide  the 
camp.  The  company  had  first  taken  up 
quarters  in  the  woods  on  the  bank  of 
the  river;  but  being  threatened  by  their 
enemies,  Joseph  decided  that  it  would 
be  better  to  move  out  into  the  open 
prairie.  With  this  arrangement  some  were 
dissatisfied,  as  it  took  them  away  from 
firewood.  Lyman  Wight  and  Sylvester 
Smith  turned  aside  with  their  companies 
and  went  into  camp  before  leaving  the 
timber;  and  as  the  other  companies 
came  along  would  hail  the  captains  of 
them,  and  ask  them  if  they  were  follow- 
ing General  Wight  or  some  other  man. 

At  this  some  companies  hesitated  a 
moment.and  then  drove  out  to  the  plain 
where  the  ensign  had  been  planted  to 
mark  the  place  Joseph  had  chosen  for 
the  encampment.  Those  who  had 
turned  aside,  and  made  an  effort  to 
divide  the  camp  came  up  also;  and  were 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  for  their 
conduct.  They  acknowledged  their 
error,  and  were  forgiven.  Another 
difficulty  arose  among  the  brethren, 
about  a  dog  which  had  snapped  at  Syl- 
vester Smith  and  others.  Considerable 
anger  and  ill  feeling  existed  in  camp 
about  it.  At  last  Joseph  in  the  presence 
of  a  number  of  the  Elders  said:  "I  will 
descend  to  that  spirit  which  is  in  the 
camp,  to  show  you  the  spirit  you  are 
of;  for  I  want  to  drive  it  from  the  camp. 
The  first  man  that  kills  that  dog,  I  will 
whip  him."  Sylvester  Smith  came  up 
just  in  time  to  hear  the  last  part  of 
Joseph's  remarks,  and  said:  "If  that  dog 
bites  me  I  shall  kill  him." 

"If  you  do  I  will  whip  you."  replied 
Joseph. 

"If  you  do,  I  shall  defend  myself  the 
best  way  that  I  can." 

To  which  Joseph  rejoined  that  he 
could  whip  him  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  "Now,"  said  he,  "I  have  des- 
cended to  that  spirit  to  show  you  the 
spirit  which  is  among  you.  Brethren, are 


you  not  ashamed  of  it?  I  am."  Then 
he  reproved  them  sharply  for  their 
murmuring  and  follies.  As  they  contin- 
ued in  their  rebellious  moods  and  mani- 
fested but  little  of  the  spirit  of  repent- 
ance, he  predicted  that  a  plague  would 
overtake  the  camp,  and  they  would  die 
like  sheep  with  the  rot.  Of  the  fulfill- 
ment of  this  prediction,  we  shall  speak 
hereafter. 

On  the  seventh  of  June  the  expedition 
reached  the  Allred  settlement,  on  Salt 
River.  This  Allred  settlement  consisted, 
for  the  most  part,  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
and  here  Joseph  resolved  to  refresh  his 
men  and  teams  by  resting  a  few  days. 
The  day  following  their  arrival,  they 
were  rejoined  by  Hyrum  Smith  and  Ly- 
man Wight  who  had  parted  from  the 
main  company  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  Michigan,  to  raise  from  among  the 
several  branches  of  that  State  volunteers 
to  assist  in  redeeming  Zion.  The  ad- 
dition of  these  volunteers  swelled  the 
number  in  the  cajnp  to  two  hundred  and 
five  men,  and  twenty-five  baggage  wag- 
ons, with  two  or  three  horses  to  each. 
During  this  stay  of  several  days  at  Salt 
River,  a  reorganization  took  place. 
Lyman  Wight,  who  was  somewhat  ac- 
quainted with  military  evolution  and 
tactics,  and  withal  a  bold  fearless  man, 
was  elected  General  of  the  camp.  Jos- 
eph chose  a  company  of  twenty  men  to 
be  his  life  guard,  of  whom  his  brother 
Hyrum  was  made  captain.  The  rest  of 
the  men  were  organized  into  companies 
as  at  New  Portage.  The  general  of  the 
camp  drilled  these  men  in  military  style; 
inspected  their  fire-locks,  and  ordered  a 
discharge  of  them  at  target  by  platoons 
— and,  in  short,  prepared  them  for 
effective  service  should  the  emergency 
arise  for  them  to  use  force  to  retain  their 
possessions  in  Zion.  As  soon  as  the  en- 
campment was  formed  on  Salt  River,  P. 
P.  Pratt  and  Orson  Hyde  were  sent  as 
delegates  to  wait  upon  Governor  Dunk- 
lin at  Jefferson  City,  and  request  him  to 
call  out  a  sufficient  military  force 
to  reinstate  the  Saints  in  the 
possession  of  their  homes.  In  the  inter- 
view they  had  with  the  governor,  he 
frankly  admitt  :d   the  justice   of  the  de- 
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mand,  but  expressed  fears  that  if  he 
should  so  proceed,  it  would  excite  civil 
war,  and  deluge  the  whole  country  with 
blood.  He  advised  these  delegates  to 
counsel  their  people,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  to  sell  the  lands  from  which  they 
had  been  driven.  To  this  the  delegates 
refused  to  consent,saying,  "We  will  hold 
no  terms  with  land  pirates  and  murder- 
ers. If  we  are  not  permitted  to  live  on 
the  lands  we  have  purchased  of  the 
United  States,  and  be  protected  in  our 
rights  and  persons,  they  will  at  least 
make  a  good  burying  ground  in  which 
to  lay  our  bones;  and  we  shall  hold  on 
to  our  possessions  in  Jackson  County, 
for  this  purpose  at  least."  The  gover- 
nor could  not,  and  did  not  blame  them; 
but  he  trembled  for  the  country,  and 
dared  not  carry  out  what  he  admitted  to 
be  the  plain  imperative  duties  of  his 
office. 

Elders  Pratt  and  Hyde  rejoined  the 
camp  not  far  from  the  line  of  Ray 
County.  As  soon  as  they  arrived,  the 
Prophet  Joseph,  his  brother  Hyrum, 
Lyman  Wight,  and  "some  others  re- 
paired to  a  grove,  and  heard  their  re- 
port. 

"After  hearing  our  report,"  says  Par- 
ley Pratt,  "the  President  (Joseph  Smith) 
called  on  the  God  of  our  fathers  to  wit- 
ness the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the 
sincerity  of!  our  vows,  which  we  en- 
gaged to  fulfill  whether  in  this  life  or 
in  the  life  to  come.  For,  as  God  lives, 
truth,  justice,  and  innocence  shall  tri- 
umph, and  iniquity  shall  not  reign." 

As  the  brethren  approached  Rich- 
mond, threats  were  made  that  they 
should  not  pass  through  the  town,  and 
rumor  had  it  that  an  army  was  in  wait- 
ing to  intercept  them.  Daylight  of  the 
nineteenth  of  June,  saw  them,  in  spite 
of  the  threats,  quietly  passing  through 
the  streets  of  the  sleeping  town.  When 
they  broke  camp  in  the  morning,  they 
designed  reaching  Clay  County  that  day; 
but  they  met  with  so  many  reverses  in 
the  day's  march,  such  as  wagons  break- 
ing down,  wheels  running  off,  etc.,  that 
they  failed  to  accomplish  it.  Early  in 
the  evening  they  went  into  camp  be- 
tween two  forks  of  Fishing  River. 


A  plan  had  been  laid  for  the  complete 
destruction  of  "Joe  Smith's  Army,"  as 
Zion's  camp  was  called  by  the  Missour- 
ians;  and  now  the  time  for  its  execution 
had  arrived.  A  mob  of  two  hundred 
men  had  been  raised  in  Jackson  County, 
which  was  to  cross  the  Missouri  into 
Clay  County,  about  the  mouth  of  Fish- 
ing River,  where  a  man  named  Williams 
kept  a  ferry.  A  view  of  the  mouth  of 
Fishing  River  is  given  at  the  bottom  of 
the  engraving  accompanying  the  first 
number  of  the  present  volume  of  the 
Contributor.  This  mob  were  to 
be  joined  by  a  party  of  sixty  from  Rich- 
mond at  the  fords  of  Fishing  River:  and 
still  by  another  mob,  seventy  in  number, 
from  Clay  County.  Indeed,  it  looked 
as  if  Joseph's  little  band  was  to  be  an- 
nihilated in  the  commencement.  While 
the  brethren  were  making  preparations 
for  the  night,  five  men  armed  with 
guns  rode  into  camp;  and  insolently 
told  the  brethren  they  would  catch 
hell  before  morning.  "And  their  oaths," 
says  Joseph,"  partook  of  all  the  malice 
of  demons." 

The  Jackson  mob  assembled  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Fishing  River.and  one  scow- 
load — forty  in  number — was  sent  over. 
By  this  time  the  sun  was  but  little  more 
than  an  hour  high, and  the  camp  observed 
a  small  cloud  coming  up  from  the  west. 
"It  wasn't  any  larger  than  your  hat  when 
I  first  saw  it,"  said  the  late  Judge  Hol- 
brook  in  describing  the  occurrence  to 
me,  "but  in  about  twenty  minutes  the 
whole  heavens  were  inky  blackness, 
which  now  and  then  seemed  split  by  the 
vivid  streams  of  lightning."  All  the  ar- 
tillery of  heaven  seemed  to  be  in  action. 
The  wind  blew  and  the  rain  and  hail 
fell  in  torrents.  The  hail  stones — un- 
usually large  ones — cut  down  the  corn 
crops  and  other  vegetation.  Large 
limbs  were  wrenched  from  sturdy  oaks 
and  twisted  into  withs  by  the  fierce 
wind. 

The  tents  in  the  camp  were  blown 
down,  but  the  most  of  the  brethren  took 
refuge  in  an  old  church  house  near  their 
camp  ground.  Big  Fishing  River,  that 
was  not  more  than  six  inches  deep  be- 
fore  the  storm   arose,  was  about   forty 
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feet  deep  the  next  morning;  and  the 
mob  swore  that  Little  Fishing  River 
rose  thirty  feet  in  that  many  minutes. 
This  storm  prevented  the  mob  from  col- 
lecting as  arranged.  The  scow  that  had 
ferried  over  part  of  the  Jackson  mob,  in 
returning  for  more,  was  met  by  the 
storm  and  only  after  much  difficulty 
reached  the  Jackson  side  about  dark. 
Those  that  had  been  shipped  across 
were  exposed  to  the  pitiless  pelting 
of  the  storm  all  night,  which  cooled 
their  desire  to  "kill  Joe  Smith  and  his 
army." 

"Instead  of  continuing  a  cannonading 
which  they  commenced,  *  *  *  they 
crawled  under  wagons, into  hollow  trees, 
and  filled  one  old  shanty."*  The  next 
morning  they  were  as  anxious  to  reach 
the  Jackson  side  of  the  Missouri,  as  they 
had  been  the  night  before  to  get  at  "Joe 
Smith's"  camp.  The  other  parts  of  the 
mob  who  were  to  give  the  brethren 
"hell  before  morning"  met  with  a  fate 
equally  unpleasant.  Their  horses  were 
frightened,  broke  away  from  their  mas- 
ters, and  wandered  over  the  prairies  in 
some  instances  several  days.  Their 
plans  for  the  destruction  of  Zion's  Camp 
were  frustrated,  and  the  Saints  re- 
joiced. 

The  day  following  this  providential 
storm  the  camp  moved  out  into  the 
prairie  some  five  miles,  where  there  was 
a  better  chance  to  defend  themselves. 
Here  the  day  following,  Colonel  Sconce 
and  two  other  leading  men  from  Ray 
County  called  upon  the  camp  to  learn 
what  the  intentions  of  the  brethren 
were.  Said  the  colonel:  "I  see  there  is 
an  almighty  power  that  protects  this 
people,  for  I  started  from  Richmond 
with  a  company  of  armed  men  having  a 
full  determination  to  destroy  you,  but 
was  kept  back  by  the  storm,  and  was 
not  able  to  reach  you."  Having  said  so 
much  he  was  seized  with  such  excite- 
ment that  he  trembled  from  head  to 
foot  like  an  aspen-leaf,  and  had  to  take 
a  seat  in  order  to  compose  himself. 
Joseph  in  a  lengthy  speech  related  the 
trials    and    persecutions   of  the   Saints, 

*  Joseph's  History  under  date  of  19th  of 
June,  1834. 


particularly  the  sufferings  of  those  in 
Jackson  County.  He  related  the  story 
of  the  travels  of  Zion's  Camp,  how  they 
had  come  one  thousand  miles  to  assist 
their  afflicted  brethren  by  bringing  them 
clothing,  etc.,  and  to  aid  them  in  return- 
ing to  their  homes  and  maintaining 
them,  and  denied  the  infamous  reports 
circulated  to  arouse  the  anger  of  the 
people  against  the  Saints.  This  speech 
was  so  simple,  so  pathetic,  and  yet  so 
forcible  that  the  strangers  were  melted 
by  its  spirit,  so  that  they  wept  at  the 
story  of  the  persecutions  of  the  Saints. 
At  the  close  of  the  speech  they  arose, 
and  gave  their  hands  to  the  youthful 
speaker;  promising  to  use  all  their  influ- 
ence to  allay  the  excitement  and  correct 
the  false  impressions  that  had  gone  out 
respecting  the  object  of  the  expedition — 
a  promise  they  faithfully  kept.  It  is 
said  of  Joseph  that  if  he  could  but  once 
get  at  the  ears  even  of  his  most  bitter 
enemies  his  native  eloquence  inspired 
by  the  truth  and  the  pathos  of  the 
Saints'  sufferings,  usually  overwhelmed 
them;  and  in  no  instance  was  his  tri- 
umph more  marked  than  in  the  one  just 
related. 

The  day  after  the  visit  of  Colonel 
Sconce,  Cornelius  Gillium,  the  sheriff  of 
Clay  County,  came  into  camp  and  de- 
sired a  consultation.  The  company 
was  marched  into  a  grove  adjacent  and 
formed  a  large  circle  with  Gillium  in  the 
centre.  "I  have  heard  that  Joseph  Smith 
is  in  the  camp,  and  if  so,  I  should  like 
to  see  him,"  commenced  Gillium. 

"I  am  the  man,"  replied  Joseph,  as  he 
rose  to  his  feet.  This  was  the  first  time 
Joseph  was  made  known  to  strangers 
since  leaving  Kirtland,  as  he  had  gone 
by  a  fictitious  name  through  the  whole 
journey. 

Gillium  then  proceeded  to  describe 
the  character  and  disposition  of  the 
Missourians,  and  the  course  that  ought 
to  be  pursued  to  secure  their  favor  and 
protection;  and  concluded  by  requesting 
to  know  what  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
pany were.  This  brought  out  the  state- 
ments we  now  give,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Missouri  Enquirer  of  the 
first  of  July. 
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gillium's  communication. 
"Being  a  citizen  of  Clay  County,  and 
knowing  there  is  considerable  excite- 
ment amongst  the  people  thereof,  and 
also  knowing  that  different  reports  are 
arriving  almost  hourly;  and  being  re- 
quested of  the  Hon.  J.  F.  Ryland  to 
meet  the  Mormons  under  arms,  and  ob- 
tain from  the  leaders  thereof  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  various  reports  in  circu- 
lation, the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
their  present  movements,  and  their  views 
generally  regarding  the  difficulties  ex- 
isting between  them  and  Jackson  County, 
— I  did  in  company  with  other  gentle- 
men, call  upon  the  said  leaders  of  the 
Mormons,  at  their  camp  in  Clay  County; 
and  now  give  to  the  people  of  ClayCounty 
their  written  statement,  containing  the 
substance  of  what  passed  between  us. 
"(Signed)  Cornelius  Gillium." 

PROPOSITION    ETC.   OF   THE   MORMONS. 

"Being  called  upon  by  the  above  named 
gentlemen,  at  our  camp  in  Clay  County, 
to  ascertain  from  the  leaders  of  our  men, 
our  intentions,  views,  and  designs,  in 
approaching  this  county  in  the  manner 
we  have,  we  therefore  the  more  cheer- 
fully comply  with  their  request,  because 
we  are  called  upon  by  gentlemen  of 
good  feelings,  and  who  are  disposed  for 
peace  and  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
the  difficulties  existing  between  us  and 
the  people  of  Jackson  County.  The 
reports  of  our  intentions  are  various, 
and  have  gone  abroad  in  a  light  calcu- 
lated to  arouse  the  feelings  of  almost 
every  man.  For  instance  one  report  is, 
that  we  intend  to  demolish  the  printing 
office  in  Liberty;  another  report  is,  that 
we  intend  crossing  the  Missouri  river  on 
Sunday  next,  and  falling  upon  women 
and  children,  and  slaying  them;  another 
is,  that  our  men  were  employed  to  per- 
form this  expedition,  being  taken  from 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the 
east,  that  had  closed  business;  also  that 
we  carried  a  flag,  bearing  "peace"  on 
one  side,  and  "war  or  blood"  on  the 
other,  and  various  others  too  numerous 
to  mention,  all  of  which  a  plain  declara- 
tion of  our  intentions,  from  under  our 
own  hands,  will  show  are  not  correct. 


"In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  our  inten- 
tion to  commit  hostilities  against  any 
man,  or  set  of  men  ;  it  is  not  our  inten- 
tion to  injure  any  man's  person  or  prop- 
erty, except  in  defending  ourselves.  Our 
flag  has  been  exhibited  to  the  above 
gentlemen,  who  will  be  able  to  describe 
it.  Our  men  were  not  taken  from  any 
manufacturing  establishment.  It  is  our 
intention  to  go  back  upon  our  lands  in 
Jackson  County  by  order  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  State,  if  possible.  We  have 
brought  our  arms  with  us  for  the  pur- 
pose of  self-defense,  as  it  is  well  known 
to  almost  every  man  of  the  State,  that 
we  have  every  reason  to  put  ourselves 
in  an  attitude  of  defense,  considering 
the  abuse  we  have  suffered  in  Jackson 
County.  We  are  anxious  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulties  existing  between 
us,  upon  honorable  and  constitutional 
principles. 

"We  are  willing  for  twelve  disinter- 
ested men,  six  to  be  chosen  by  each 
party,  and  these  shall  say  what  the 
possessions  of  these  men  are  worth  who 
cannot  live  with  us  in  the  county;  and 
they  shall  have  their  money  in  one 
year;  and  none  of  the  Mormons  shall 
enter  that  county  to  reside  until  the 
money  is  paid.  The  damages  that  we 
have  sustained  in  consequence  of  being 
driven  away,  shall  also  be  left  to  the 
above  twelve  men,  or  they  may  all  live 
in  the  county,  if  they  choose,  and  we 
will  never  molest  them  if  they  let  us 
alone,  and  permit  us  to  enjoy  our  rights. 
We  want  to  live  in  peace  with  all  men ; 
and  equal  rights  is  all  we  ask.  We  wish 
to  become  permanent  citizens  of  this 
State,  and  wish  to  bear  our  proportion 
in  support  of  the  government,  and  to  be 
protected  by  its  laws.  If  the  above 
propositions  are  complied  with,  we  are 
willing  to  give  security  on  our  part,  and 
we  shall  want  the  same  of  the  people  of 
Jackson  County,  for  the  performance  of 
this  agreement.  We  do  not  wish  to  set- 
tle down  in  a  body,  except  where  we 
can  purchase  the  land  with  money;  for 
to  take  possession  by  conquest  or  the 
shedding  of  blood,  is  entirely  foreign  to 
our  feelings.  The  shedding  of  blood  we 
shall  not  be  guilty  of,  until  all  just  and 
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honorable  means  among  men  prove  in- 
sufficient to  restore  peace. 

Signed,  Joseph  Smith,  Jun., 

F.  G.  Williams, 
Lyman  Wight, 
Rodger  Or  ton, 
Orson  Hyde, 
John  S.  Carter. 
To  John  Lincoln,  John  Sconce,  George 
R.  Morehead,  Jas.  H.  Long,  Jas.  Col- 
lins." 

After  the  departure  of  Gillium  a  rev- 
elation was  given.*  The  Lord  in  this 
revelation  declared  that  Zion  might 
have  been  redeemed  by  that  time,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  transgressions  of  His 
Saints.  They  had  not  been  obedient  to 
the  requirements  made  of  them.  They 
had  withheld  their  means,  and  in  their 
hearts  had  said:  "Where  is  their  God? 
Behold  he  will  deliver  them  in  time  of 
trouble,  otherwise  we  will  not  go  up 
unto  Zion, and  we  will  keep  our  monies." 
Besides  these  evidences  of  a  lack  of  faith, 
they  lacked  that  unity  required  by  the 
law  of  the  celestial  kingdom,  and  it  is 
only  through  the  observance  of  that  law 
that  Zion  can  be  redeemed.  The  Lord, 
therefore,  commanded  the  Elders  to 
wait  a  season  for  the  redemption  of 
Zion,  until  the  Saints  should  obtain 
more  experience,  learn  obedience,  and 
until  means  could  be  raised  to  purchase 
all  the  lands  in  Jackson  County  that 
could  be  purchased  and  also  in  the 
surrounding  counties;  and  until  the 
Lord's  army  had  become  very  great.and 
sanctified  before  Him.  And  when  this 
was  done  the  Lord  promised  to  hold 
His  people  guiltless  in  taking  possession 
of  that  which  was  their  own;  and  they 
should  possess  it  forever.  He  had  per- 
mitted the  Elders  composing  the  camp 
to  come  thus  far,  for  a  trial  of  their  faith; 
and  now  He  had  prepared  a  great  en- 
dowment for  them  in  the  house  which 
He  had  commanded  to  be  built  in  Kirt- 
land.  Those  who  could  stay  in  Missouri 
were  to  do  so,  but  those  who  had  left 
their  families  in  the  east,  were  at  liberty 
to  return. 

The  Saints  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  lands  in  Jackson,  were  to  carefully 
*  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  105. 


gather  together  in  one  region  as  much 
as  could  be,  consistently  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  They  were  to  be 
very  faithful  and  humble;  boasting 
neither  of  faith  nor  judgments.  By  fol- 
lowing this  counsel,  the  Lord  promised 
to  give  them  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  that  they  might  rest  in  peace 
while  they  were  saying  to  the  people: 

"Execute  judgment  and  justice  for  us 
according  to  law,  and  redress  us  of  our 
wrongs." 

The  day  following  this  revelation  the 
camp  left  Fishing  River  and  approached 
Liberty,  Clay  County;  but  when  within 
five  or  six  miles  of  that  place  they  were 
met  by  General  Atchison  and  others 
who  requested  them  not  to  go  to  Liber- 
ty, as  the  people  were  very  greatly  en- 
raged at  them.  As  this  request  was 
made  by  men  of  influence,  and  those 
who  desired  peace,  and  who  felt  an  in- 
terest in  the  execution  of  justice,  Joseph 
consented  not  to  go  to  Liberty;  and 
turning  aside  camped  on  Rush  Creek 
near  the  residence  of  Sydney  Gilbert, 
and  in  a  Brother  Burghart's  field. 

The  day  before,  three  of  the  brethren 
had  suffered  some  with  the  cholera;  but 
it  was  not  until  the  camp  came  on  to 
Rush  Creek  that  the  disease  broke  out 
among  them  in  its  fury.  The  night  of 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June  will  long  be 
remembered  by  the  members  of  Zion's 
Camp.  All  night  long  they  heard  the 
moans  and  piteous  cries  of  the  sufferers, 
and  the  loud  lamentations  of  those  who 
lost  their  loved  ones  by  the  ravages  of 
this  dreadful  disease.  When  it  first 
made  its  appearance  Elder  John  S.  Car- 
ter attempted  to  rebuke  it,  but  he  be- 
came its  first  victim.  Joseph  also  under- 
took to  stay  its  ravages  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  He  administered  to  his 
brother  Hyrum,  "The  moment  I  at- 
tempted to  rebuke  the  disease,  that 
moment  I  was  attacked,"  he  writes,"and 
had  I  not  desisted,  I  must  have  saved 
the  life  of  my  brother  by  the  sacrifice  of 
my  own.for  when  I  rebuked  the  disease, 
it  left  him  and  seized  upon  me.  I 
quickly  learned  by  painful  experience 
that  when  the  great  Jehovah  decrees  de- 
struction  upon  any   people,  and  makes 
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known   His   determination,  man     must 
not  attempt  to  stay  His  hand." 

The  brethren  unitedly  covenanted  and 
prayed,  hoping  that  they  might  have 
power  with  the  heavens  to  stay  the  rav- 
ages of  the  plague;  but  to  no  purpose, 
for  while  they  were  engaged  in  prayer 
Elder  Wilcox  died.  The  deaths  oc- 
curred so  rapidly  that  coffins  could  not 
be  prepared,  so  the  dead  were  rolled  up 
in  blankets  and  put  hurriedly  into  their 
graves ;  and  while  part  of  the  brethren 
were  engaged  in  digging  the  graves, 
others  had  to  stand  guard,  musket  in 
hand.  After  the  plague  had  continued 
for  two  or  three  days, an  effectual  remedy 
was  found  for  it  by  dipping  those  af- 
flicted in  cold  water,  or  pouring  it  upon 
them.  In  all  about  seventy  suffered 
from  the  cholera,  and  out  of  that  num- 
ber thirteen  died. 

The  camp  was  dispersed  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th,  and  Joseph  sent  by 
express  to  Messrs.  Thornton,  Doniphan, 
and  Atchison,  the  following  note: 

Gentlemen: — Our  company  of  men 
advanced  yesterday  from  their  encamp- 
ment beyond  Fishing  River  to  Rush 
Creek,  where  their  tents  are  again 
pitched.  But  feeling  disposed  to  adopt 
every  pacific  measure  that  can  be  done 
without  jeopardizing  our  lives,  to  quiet 
the  prejudices  and  fears  of  some  part  of 
the  citizens  of  this  county,  we  have  con- 
cluded that  our  company  shall  be  imme- 
diately dispersed  and  contiue  so  till 
every  effort  for  an  adjustment  of  differ- 
ences between  us  and  the  people  of 
Jackson  has  been  made  on  our  part,  that 
would  in  anywise  be  required  of  us  by 
disinterested  men  of  republican  princi- 
ples.        I  am  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Smith,  Jtm. 

Thus  Zion's  Camp  was  disbanded ,  but 
the  spirit  whispers:  It  shall  again  be 
organized  and  accomplish  the  object  for 
which  it  was  called  into  existence — the 
redemption  of  Zion.  Joseph  Smith  and 
his  brethren  covenanted  on  hearing 
that  the  governor  of  Missouri  was  afraid 
to  execute  the  laws,  by  returning  the 
Mormon  exiles  to  the  homes  from  which 
they  had  been  driven,  that  they  would 


never  cease  their  exertions  until  Zion 
was  redeemed,  and  truth,  justice  and 
law  should  triumph  over  falsehood,  in- 
justice, and  mobocracy — a  covenant 
which  they  called  upon  the  God  of  their 
fathers  to  witness,  and  which  they  en- 
gaged to  fulfill  either  in  this  life  or  the 
life  to  come. 

But  standing  above  all  human  resolu- 
tions, as  the  heavens  stand  above  the 
earth,  is  Jehovah's  own  decree  that  He 
will  execute  justice  and  judgment,  and 
that  he  will  not  give  to  wickedness  a 
lasting  victory.  Zion  will  be  redeemed. 
God  has  decreed  it.  "Behold,  I  say 
unto  you,  the  redemption  of  Zion  must 
needs  come  by  power;  therefore  I  will 
raise  up  unto  my  people  a  man,  who 
shall  lead  them  like  as  Moses  led  the 
children  of  Israel ;  for  ye  are  the  child- 
ren of  Israel,  and  of  the  seed  of  Abra- 
ham, and  ye  must  needs  be  led  out  of  bond- 
age by  power,  and  with  a  stretched  out 
arm:  And  as  your  fathers  were  led  at 
the  first  (in  the  days  of  Moses)  even  so 
shall  the  redemption  of  Zion  be."* 

With  this  promise  let  the  hearts  of  the 
Saints  be  comforted,  and  let  not  their 
hearts  fail  them  for  fear  when  they  see 
one  liberty  after  another  stricken  down 
by  the  fell  hand  of  oppression.  It  does 
not  herald  the  destruction  of  God's 
church,  or  the  continual  oppression  of 
His  people.  On  the  contrary  it  pro- 
claims the  approach  of  their  deliverance. 
They  cannot  be  led  out  of  bondage,  un- 
til they  shall  first  be  in  bondage ;  and 
they  cannot  be  in  bondage  and  retain 
their  liberties.  So  that  if  the  decrees  of 
God,  which  he  made  through  his  ser- 
vant Joseph  Smith  fifty-two  years  ago 
are  fulfilled,  the  Saints  will  lose  their 
liberties — they  will  get  into  bond- 
age. 

That  the  implied  part  of  his  predic- 
tion— going  into  bondage — is  being  ful- 
filled; we  have  proofs  daily.  Many  of 
the  bulwarks  to  protect  personal  and 
religious  liberty,  reared  by  the  patriotic 
Fathers  of  our  Republic,  have  been  torn 
away  by  ruthless  hands,  and  those 
shadows  of  liberty  that  are  still  left  to 
us,  are  hourly  threatened  by  petty  tyrants 

*Doc.  and  Cov.  Sec.  103,  15-18. 
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sent  among  us  by  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

But  the  fulfillment  of  one  part  of  this 
prediction,  gives  us  great  assurance  that 
the  other  part,  viz.:  our  deliverance  from 
bondage — will  also  be  fulfilled.  Then 
let  the  nation  go  on  in  bringing  to  pass 
the  words  of  the  Great  Jehovah.  Let 
them  continue  to  strip  us  of  our  liberties 
if  they  dare.  Let  them  build  their  prison 
walls  higher,  and  forge  fetters  for  our 
limbs — but  our  faith  shall  rise  above 
their  walls,  and  be  stronger  than  their 
fetters.  On  our  part,  though  we  be 
given  for  a  season  the  bread  of  advers- 


ity and  the  water  of  affliction — though 
we  may  have  to  endure  the  prison's 
gloom  and  wade  in  adversity  breast 
high — we  have  the  sure  word  of  God 
that,  at  last,  for  the  Saints,  there  is  a 
glorious  triumph  in  the  redemption  of 
Zion.  While  to  our  enemies  is  the 
woe  that  God  has  pronounced  upon 
those  who  fight  against  Zion,  and  the 
gloom  of  Egypt's  fate. 

B.  H.  Roberts. 


The  secret  of  success  in  life  is  for  a 
man  to  be  ready  for  his  opportunity 
when  it  comes. 


TERRITORIAL    GOVERNMENTS    SINCE    1789. 


The  famous  ordinance  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  became  a  law  of  the  Congress 
of  the  old  Confederation  in  17S7.  It 
was  adopted  in  17S9,  by  Congress  under 
the  present  Constitution — one  of  the 
earliest  acts  of  the  government,  and  the 
first  provision  for  the  administration  of  af- 
fairs in  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

The  Executive. — It  was  provided  in 
this  instrument  that  Congress  should 
have  power  to  appoint  a  governor.  In 
1789  the  appointing  power  was  vested  in 
the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  This  has  remained 
a  feature  of  every  subsequent  Territorial 
government;  in  no  instance  has  the 
privilege  of  electing  a  chief  magistrate 
been  extended  to  the  citizens  of  a  Ter- 
ritory. 

His  term  of  office,  at  first  three  years, 
has  now  become  four. 

He  has  always  been  required  to  reside 
in  the  Territory  (or  district,  as  it  was 
termed  in  the  ordinance,  and  in  the  law 
providing  for  the  first  government  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase). 

Under  the  earlier  laws,  also,  he  was 
required  to  be  a  freeholder  of  an  estate, 
while  in  office,  of  one  thousand  acres  of 
land. 

It  has  been  uniformly  provided  that 
he  should  be  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia. 


Under  the  ordinance  it  was  provided 
that,  "Previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
general  assembly,  the  Governor  shall  ap- 
point such  magistrates  and  other  civil 
officers,  in  each  county  or  township,  as 
he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  and  good  order  in  the 
same.  After  the  general  assembly  shall 
be  organized,  the  powers  and  duties  of 
magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  shall 
be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  as- 
sembly; but  all  magistrates  and  other 
civil  officers,  not  herein  otherwise  di- 
rected, shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  temporary  government,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor."  Also,  "to 
lay  out  counties  and  townships,  subject, 
however,  to  such  alterations  as  may 
thereafter  be  made  by  the  legislature." 

It  was  also  said  that,  "No  bill,  or  legis- 
lative act  whatever,  shall  be  of  any  force 
without  his  consent."  This  provision 
has  appeared  in  the  organic  acts  of 
many  of  the  Territories.  To-day,  it  is 
applied  only  to  Utah  and  Arizona.  The 
fact  that  there  is  not  a  single  State  in 
the  Union  that  vests  such  power  in  its 
executive,  would  seem  to  be  ample  proof 
that  it  is  despotic  and  un-republican. 

The  ordinance  further  provided,  that 
"the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  con- 
vene, prorogue  and  dissolve  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  when  in  his  opinion  it 
shall   be   expedient."    This   power  was 
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also  given  to  the  Governor  of  several  of 
the  Territories  which  first  came  into  ex- 
istence; but,  subsequently,  gave  way  to 
the  more  republican  provision  that  the 
legislature  should  meet  at  stated  inter- 
vals; and  this  is  now  a  uniform  feature  of 
Territorial  governments. 

He  was,  in  many  instances,  made  ex- 
officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

And  was,  and  is,  empowered  to  grant 
pardons  for  offences  against  the  Terri- 
tory, and  reprieve  for  those  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  until  the  deci- 
sion of  the  President  is  made  known. 

And  was  authorized  to  appoint  and 
commission  all  officers,  civil,  and  of  the 
militia,  whose  appointment  was  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  the  organic  act. 

It  furnished  an  explanation  of  the 
motive  of  Congress  in  providing  tem- 
porary governments  for  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  that  the  executive  of  those  Ter- 
ritories were  required  to  obtain  all  the 
information  possible  concerning  the 
people,  their  former  laws,  and  their  in- 
stitutions and  peculiarities  in  general. 

The  Governor  is  charged  with  the 
duty  of  seeing  that  the  laws  are  care- 
fully executed.  Now,  all  township,  dis- 
trict and  county  officers  are  appointed 
or  elected  as  the  Governor  and  legisla- 
ture may  have  provided. 

The  Secretary. — This  officer  was  also 
provided  for  by  the  ordinance  of  1787.  In 
the  Act  of  1789,  he  was  appointed  to  act 
as  governor  in  case  of  the  death  or  ab- 
sence of  that  official.  This  provision 
has  been  repeated  in  every  subsequent 
government. 

The  Judiciary. — The  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  have  been,  in  a  measure,  the 
model  of  Territorial  governments,  since 
erected,  in  respect,  also,  of  the  judiciary. 
A  court  of  three  judges  is  provided  for, 
with  common  law  jurisdiction.  We 
have  seen  that  the  legislature  was  to 
prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  of  mag- 
istrates necessary  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  counties,  with  the  appoint- 
ing power  in  the  governor,  where  not 
otherwise  provided  for.  In  the  govern- 
ment provided  for  the  District  of  Or- 
leans (since  the  State  of  Louisiana)  and 
Louisiana  (the  remainder  of  the  Louis- 


iana purchase)  a  superior  court  and  such 
inferior  courts  and  justices  of  the  peace 
as  the  legislature  might  establish,  were 
authorized.  In  the  ordinance  it  was  re- 
quired that  the  superior  judges  should 
each  have  a  freehold  estate  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  in  the  district  while  in  office; 
and  should  hold  office  during  good  be- 
havior, a  provision  that  was  soon  after 
changed,  and  four  years  prescribed  as  the 
term. 

The  organic  laws  of  the  several  Ter- 
ritories are  now  uniform  as  providing 
for  a  Supreme  Court,  District  Courts, 
Probate  Courts  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  whose  jurisdiction  should  be  as 
limited  by  law.  The  Supreme  and  Dis- 
trict Court  judges  are  nominated  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate;  the  others  are 
appointed  or  elected  as  provided  by  the 
governors  and  legislatures.  There  is  one 
exception  to  the  power  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  determining  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts,  and  that  is  in  the  case  of  the 
legislature  of  Utah,  whose  authority  has 
been  curtailed  by  the  Poland  law,  which 
takes  much  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Probate  Courts  away,  as  prescribed  by 
the  legislature. 

The  Legislature. — The  ordinance  pro- 
vided that,  "The  governor  and  judges, 
or  a  majority  of  them  shall  adopt  and 
publish  in  the  district  such  laws  of  the 
original  States,  criminal  and  civil,  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  best  suited  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  district,  and  report 
them  to  Congress  from  time  to  time, 
which  laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  dis- 
trict until  the  organization  of  the  general 
assembly  therein,  unless  disapproved  by 
Congress,  but  afterwards  the  legislature 
shall  have  power  to  alter  them,  as  they 
shall  think  fit."  And  further,  "So  soon 
as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free  male 
inhabitants  of  full  age  in  the  district, 
upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  the  gov- 
ernor, they  shall  receive  authority,  with 
time  and  place,  to  elect  representatives 
from  their  counties  or  townships  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  general  assembly." 
(One  member  for  every  five  hundred, 
until  there  should  be  twenty-three  mem- 
bers in  all,  and  then  to  be  regulated  by 
the  legislature.) 
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Their  term  of  office  was  two  years. 
The  general  assembly  consisted  of  the 
governor,  the  legislative  council,  and  the 
house  of  representatives. 

"The  legislative  council  shall  consist 
of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office 
five  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
Congress;  any  three  of  whom  to  be  a 
quorum,  and  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in 
the  following  manner,  to  wit:  as  soon  as 
representatives  shall  be  elected,  the 
governor  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place 
for  them  to  meet  together,  and  when 
met  they  shall  nominate  ten  persons, 
residents  in  the  district,  and  each  pos- 
sessed of  a  freehold  of  five  hundred- 
acres  of  land,  and  return  their  names 
to  Congress,  five  of  whom  Congress 
shall  appoint  and  commission  to  serve 
as  aforesaid."  A  vacancy  was  to  be 
filled  in  a  similar  manner. 

This  method  of  selecting  the  council 
was  a  feature  of  the  successive  territorial 
governments  until  the  case  of  Missouri, 
i8i6,when  it  was  provided  that  the  coun- 
cil should  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
this  is  the  reform  method  at  the  present 
time. 

It  was  provided  in  the  ordinance  that 
the  laws  of  the  legislature  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress.and  if  disapproved  by 
it,  were  to  be  of  no  force.  This,  also, 
has  appeared  in  the  Organic  Acts  of 
many  Territories.  At  the  present  time, 
the  provision  is  found  only  in  the  char- 
ters of  Utah,  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and 
Washington  Territories. 

Under  the  ordinance,  the  district  gov- 
ernment was  forbidden  to  make  laws 
interfering  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil;  to  tax  the  lands  of  the 
■United  States;  and  to  tax  non-residents 
higher  than  residents.  These  powers 
are  still  denied  the  Territorial  legisla- 
tures. The  law  providing  for  a  tempor- 
ary government  of  the  Louisiana  district 
in  1804,  vested  the  legislative  powers  in 
a  governor,  and  thirteen  of  the  most  fit 
and  descreet  persons  of  the  Territory, 
to  be  called  the  legislative  council,  "who 
shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  from 
among  those  holding  real  estate  therein, 


and  who  shall  have  resided  one  year,  at 
least,  in  said  Territory,  and  hold  no 
office  of  profit  under  the  Territory,  or 
the  United  States."  And  this  was  sub- 
stantially the  provision  made  for  Florida, 
in  1822. 

In  this  charter  it  was  provided  that, 
"their  legislative  powers  shall  also 
extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of  legis- 
lation; but  no  law  shall  be  valid  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States."  This 
grant  of  power  and  limitation  therein, 
has  been  extended,  in  about  the  same 
words,  to  every  subsequent  legislature. 
In  1805,  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  (now  State  of  Louisiana) 
was  made  to  conform  with  that  of  Mis- 
sissippi, which  had  itself  been  copied 
from  that  provided  by  the  ordinance. 

Other  Provisions. — By  the  ordinance, 
the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus; 
of  trial  by  jury;  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation in  the  legislature;  of  judicial 
proceedings  according  to  the  common 
law;  and  others  of  a  similar  nature  were 
preserved  to  the  people.  Such  provi- 
sions, however,  are  valuable  only  on  the 
supposition  that  the  personal  rights  set 
out  in  the  Constitution,  and  other  rights 
to  be  recognized,  are  not  extended  to  the 
citizens  of  the  Territory  unless  by 
special  enactment. 

There  is  one  provision,  however,  of 
the  most  vital  importance,  to  the  states 
over  which  the  ordinance  was  extended: 
It  was  provided  by  that  solemn  com- 
pact that,  "Whenever  any  of  the  said 
States  (to  be  formed  from  northwestern 
territory)  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free 
inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  on  an  equal 
footing  zvith  the  original  Stales  in  all 
respects  whatever;  and  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and 
State  government."  "And  so  far  as  it  can 
be  consistent  with  the  general  interest 
of  the  confederacy,  such  admission  shall 
be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
when  there  may  be  a  less  number  of 
free  inhabitants  than  sixty  thousand." 
The  importance  of  this  provision  is 
seen  when  we  consider  that  the  "rights, 
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privileges,  and  advantages"  of  the  ordin- 
ance were  successively  extended  to  the 
Territories  as  they  were  formed.  Nearly 
every  State  that  has  heen  admitted  into 
the  Union  was  erected  into  a  Territory, 
with  a  charter  granting  it  the  certainty 
of  statehood,  when  its  population  shall 
warrant    such    admission.     Or,    as    the 
provision  has  usually  been  expressed, the 
people  of  said  Territory,  "shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the 
rights,  privileges  and  advantages  granted 
and  secured  to  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  by  the  said  ordinance." 
And  these  benefits   were  extended   in 
turn   to  the  Territories  as   they    were 
formed:  to  Tennessee,  1790;  to  Kentucky, 
1790;    to    Mississippi,    1798;     Louisiana, 
1805,  in  whose  charter  it  was  provided 
that  Congress  retains  the  right  of  alter- 
ing the   boundaries,   "except,   that    no 
alteration   shall    be    made   which   shall 
procrastinate  the  period  for  the  admis- 
sion  of  the  inhabitants   thereof  to  the 
rights  of  a  state  government,"  section 
seven,  having  provided  that  the  Terri- 
tory should  be  admitted  when  it  should 
have  a  free  population  of  sixty  thousand; 
to  Michigan,   1805;    to  Illinois,  1809;   to 
Indiana,  1809;  to  Missouri,  1812;  to  Wis- 
consin, 1836;  to  Iowa,  1838;  to  Oregon, 
1848;  to  Minnesota,  1849;  to  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,    1854.    The  provision   disap- 
peared in    1850,  from   the   Organic   Act 
of  Utah,  and  I  am  not  aware    of  its 
having    made    a    reappearance   in   any 
charter,  since  that  year. 

The  privilege  of  sending  a  not-voting 
delegate  to  Congress,  has  been  pre- 
served, and  is  uniformly  granted. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  a 
Territorial  government  has  gained  little 
or  nothing  in  liberty  since  the  inception 
of   the  United    States.     The  governor, 


judges,  secretary,  marshal  and  attorney 
are  still  appointees  of  a  President  and 
Senate,  in  whose  election  the  people  of 
the  Territories  have  no  voice. 

In  two  of  the  Territories  the  despotic 
absolute  veto  of  the  governor  is  exer- 
cised, and  this,  in  addition  to  the  provi- 
sion that  all  Territorial  laws  shall  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  approval,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  asserted  right  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate,  itself,  for  the  people 
of  the  Territories  in  their  local  concerns. 
And  there  is  one  most  important  feature 
in  which  the  people  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritories are  in  a  much  worse  condition 
than  the  inhabitants  of  all  previous  Ter- 
ritories— and  that  is  the  absence  of  the 
promise  of  Statehood,  upon  reaching  a 
certain  population.  Prejudice  and  pol- 
itics may  keep  large  and  wealthy  Terri- 
tories from  the  Union  until  the  crack  of 
doom.  Well,  the  reflection  comes,  that 
perhaps,  after  all,  such  a  promise  would 
not  be  held  sacred  by  Congress.  We 
have  already  seen  how  lightly  they 
esteem  their  charters ;  they  gave  to  Utah 
the  power  to  legislate  on  all  rightful 
subjects,  reserving  only  to  themselves 
the  right  to  disapprove,  and  yet,  we  see 
them  now,  making  laws  for  juries,  for 
marriage,  regulating  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts,  and  the  qualification  of  voters 
in  Utah.  The  liberties  of  the  people 
have  become  less  valuable  than  the 
rights  of  corporations.  Congress  could 
not  so  lightly  impair  its  contract  with  a 
railroad  as  it  disregards  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  Utah. 

R.  W.  Young. 


Think  of  your  own  faults  the  first  part 
of  the  night  (when  you  are  awake),  and 
of  the  faults  of  others  the  latter  part 
of  the  night  (when  you  are  asleep.) — 
Chinese  Proverb. 


THE    ATONEMENT. 


The  sacrifice  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ,  by  which  He  made  an 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  is 


the  great  fundumental  principle  of  the 
Gospel,  and  upon  it  is  based  the  whole 
superstructure  of  human  redemption. 
Without  our  entire  and  unqualified  ac- 
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ceptance  of  this  great  truth  we  cannot 
take  the  first  step  in  that  divine  plan  of 
salvation  that  is  designed  to  bring  us 
back  into  the  presence  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  lift  us  entirely  above  the  in- 
fluence of  evil  and  redeem  us  from  every 
consequence  of  sin.  It  is  as  necessary 
that  we  receive  and  confess  this  princi- 
ple of  the  atonement,  as  it  is  that  we  ac- 
knowledge the  existence  of  God;  and 
the  Savior  Himself  beautifully  associates 
these  two  great  truths  in  the  saying, 
"And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent."  (John 
xvii,  3). 

Great  and  important  as  this  principle 
of  the  atonement  is,  we  are  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  revelation  for  its  enuncia- 
tion and  proof.  Unlike  many  truths  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  a  knowledge 
of  it  cannot  be  acquired  by  a  process  of 
human  reasoning.  The  mind  with  all 
its  subtle  powers  of  analysis,  analogy 
and  induction,  could  never  achieve  a 
discovery  or  comprehension  of  it.  We 
cannot  demonstrate  it  as  we  would  a 
mathematical  theorem,  and  yet  it  is  all 
important  that  we  should  understand  it, 
"for  there  is  none,  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved." 

The  inability  of  human  reason,  alone, 
to  achieve  the  knowledge  of  this  great 
truth,  makes  the  doctrine  of  the  atone- 
ment exceedingly  distasteful  to  many 
learned  and  scientific  men,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  so  puffed  up  in  the 
pride  of  their  intellectual  attainments  as 
to  call  in  question  the  philosophy  and 
truth  of  the  whole  doctrine  of  vicarious 
atonement.  Nor  has  this  heresy  been 
confined  to  purely  scientific  men;  it  has 
invaded  some  of  the  most  influential 
pulpits  of  modern  times,  and  many  pop- 
ular preachers  of  the  day,  notably  in 
America,  are  known  to  have  serious 
doubts  as  to  the  necessity  and  efficacy  of 
our  Savior's  blood  being  shed  for  the 
sins  of  the  world. 

The  principle  of  faith  enables  us  to  lay 
hold  of  this  great  doctrine  which  is  so 
essential  to  our  salvation,  and  brings  a 
conviction   of  its   truth  to   our    minds. 


"There  is  a  spirit  in  man,  and  the  inspir- 
ation of  the  Almighty  giveth  them  un- 
derstanding." Faith  is  the  gift  of  God, 
but  many  fail  to  exercise  it,  and  if  not 
exercised  it  becomes  weak  and  impo- 
tent. It  is  a  contempt  of  this  principle 
of  faith  and  a  proud  reliance  upon  their 
own  powers  of  mind  that  cause  so  much 
infidelity  among  the  learned  of  this 
world.  In  the  pride  of  their  achieve- 
ments they  lose  that  humility  which  is 
so  essential  to  the  possession  and  exer- 
cise of  faith.  This  is  not  necessarily  so, 
for  we  have  instances  of  men  in  whom 
have  been  united  great  faith  with  the 
highest  development  of  intellect.  But 
it  is  the  fashion  of  many  to  glorify  hu- 
man reason,  while  they  ignore  the  prin- 
ciple of  faith  as  unworthy  of  their  con- 
sideration. Such  will  never  come  to  the 
knowledge  "of  God,  and  Jesus  Christ 
whom  He  has  sent,  for  they  reject  the 
only  means  by  which  such  knowledge 
can  be  obtained.  They  cast  down  the 
only  ladder  by  which  these  heights  can 
be  reached.  They  are  tempted  to  look 
upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as 
a  curious  legend  of  what  Prince  Bis- 
marck calls  "Christian  Mythology." 
Faith  leads  to  a  reception  of  the  Gos- 
pel which  brings  the  Holy  Ghost,  by 
means  of  which  a  knowledge  of  God 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  can  be  ob- 
tained. No  other  means  will  secure  it. 
Money  cannot  purchase  it,  nor  human 
wisdom  attain  to  it. 

The  conflicting  and  vague  ideas  of  the 
present  so-called  Christian  sects  and 
churches  in  relation  to  the  all  important 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  afford  one 
proof  among  many  that  they  have  de- 
parted from  the  simple  and  pure  princi- 
ples of  early  Christianity,  and  such  a 
condition  is  the  legitimate  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  the  light  of  revelation 
and  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
lead  them.  No  one  can  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  this  uncertainty  as  to  the 
scope  and  effect  of  the  atonement,  ex- 
isted with  the  ancient  Apostles.  Fancy, 
if  you  can,  Paul  advocating  one  thing  in 
relation  to  it  and  Peter  another,  and 
James  and  John  each  understanding  it 
differently  from  the  rest!   Yet  this  would 
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be  similar  to  the  spectacle  afforded  us 
by  the  religious  teachers  of  this  genera- 
tion. Some  hold  that  the  saving  power 
of  the  atonement  is  restricted  to  a  fav- 
ored few,  who  are  predestined  to  be 
saved,  irrespective  of  any  acts  of  their 
own,  while  the  great  bulk  of  mankind 
are  entirely  unaffected  by  it  and  are 
predestined  to  eternal  perdition,  and 
that  no  act  of  theirs  can  affect  this  inevi- 
table and  fearful  result.  Others  go  to 
another  extreme,  and  declare  that 
through  the  atonement  all  will  be  saved 
who  adopt  and  profess  a  mere  belief  in 
Jesus  Christ.  But  even  these  which 
just  now  are  very  numerous,  although 
they  make  the  terms  of  salvation  so  very 
easy  that  they  can  be  complied  with  by 
the  red  handed  murderer  as  he  is  about 
to  be  launched  into  eternity,  restrict  the 
opportunities  for  salvation  to  this  life, 
and  hold  out  no  hope  to  the  countless 
millions  who  have  lived  and  died  on 
earth  without  so  much  as  hearing  the 
name  of  Jesus,  and  consequently  could 
not  profess  a  belief  in  Him.  Again, 
many  deny  the  redeeming  effect  of  the 
atonement  upon  infants  who  have  died 
without  the  privilege  of  passing  through 
a  ceremony  they  are  incapable  of  under- 
standing; and  to  sum  up,  there  is  as 
much  diversity  in  men's  ideas  upon  this 
important  subject  as  upon  any  other 
principle  connected  with  the  Gospel. 
Now  let  us  see  what  the  Scriptures  have 
to  say  of  the  efficacy  and  scope  of  the 
atonement  in  the  salvation  of  the  human 
family;  and  we  will  first  notice  the  con- 
dition of  that  very  large  proportion  of 
them  who  die  in  infancy,  or  before  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  understanding  and 
consequent  accountability  for  their  ac- 
tions. 

It  would  seem  that  the  status  of  these 
little  children  could  be  easily  understood 
and  determined  by  the  saying  of  our 
Savior  in  relation  to  them:  "Suffer  little 
children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid 
them  not:  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
God."  No  incident  in  our  Savior's  brief 
mission  on  earth,  more  beautifully  illus- 
trates His  human  tenderness  and  divine 
majesty  than  the  one  that  called  forth 
these  words.    Glorious  words  that  have 


brought  comfort  to  many  an  afflicted 
mother  as  she  resigned  her  infant  to  the 
inexorable  demand  of  the  angel  of 
death;  tender  words  as  they  gently  re- 
buked the  disciples  in  their  well  meant 
efforts  to  save  Him  from  the  importuni- 
ties of  fond  mothers,  eager  to  obtain  the 
divine  blessing  upon  the  innocent  beings 
they  bore  in  their  arms;  majestic  words 
that  should  forever  silence  the  horrid 
doctrine  of  infant  depravity  that  libels 
divinity  as  it  outrages  humanity.  On 
another  occasion  Jesus  told  His  disci- 
ples: "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye 
be  converted,  and  become  as  little  chil- 
dren, ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven."  (Matt,  xviii,  3).  Again, 
when  our  Savior  commanded  His  Apos- 
tles to  go  "into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  the  con- 
ditions of  salvation  were  belief  and  bap- 
tism, the  former  of  which  would  be  im- 
possible for  infants  to  comply  with,  and 
we  must  therefore  believe  them  to  en- 
joy, unconditionally,  the  redemption 
from  original  sin  wrought  by  the  atone- 
ment, or  to  be  excluded  from  it  until 
age  might  bring  them  the  opportunity 
and  privileges  of  complying  with  the 
conditions  of  salvation.  But  if  we  adopt 
this  latter  view  we  are  confronted  with 
the  fact  that  about  one  half  the  human 
family  die  in  infancy.  The  ingenuity  of 
modern  Christendom  has  devised  a 
means  of  saving  a  small  proportion  of 
these  by  a  curious  ceremony  called  in- 
fant baptism,  but  which  bears  no  resem- 
blance to  the  ordinance  of  Christianity 
called  baptism,  and  also  by  a  form  of 
sponsorship  and  responsibility  assumed 
by  godfathers,  and  godmothers,  and  for 
which  also  there  is  not  the  slightest 
authority  in  the  sacred  scriptures.  Con- 
sequently the  saying  of  our  Savior:  "He 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be 
saved,"  has  in  the  case  of  those  who  die 
in  infancy  been  interpreted  to  mean, 
"They  who  are  sprinkled  with  a  few 
drops  of  holy  water,  and  have  their  god- 
fathers and  godmothers  make  certain 
promises  and  assume  certain  responsi- 
bilities in  their  name  shall  be  saved." 
But  these  forms  are  open  to  the  fatal 
objection  that  they  are  man-made,  and 
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have  no  warrant  in  any  revelation  given 
by  our  Heavenly  Father  to  mankind, 
and  strongly  remind  us  of  the  saying  of 
our  Savior:  "In  vain  do  they  worship 
me.teaching  for  doctrines  the  command- 
ments of  men."  (Mark  xii,  7).  But  even 
if  we  were  disposed  to  accept  this  hu- 
manly devised  doctrine,  and  admit  its 
efficacy  in  the  salvation  of  the  compara- 
tively few  children  to  whom  it  applies, 
what  shall  we  say  of  the  many  millions 
of  infants  who  have  died  without  the 
privilege  of  being  sprinkled  with  the 
consecrated  water,  and  have  had  no 
godfathers  nor  godmothers?  Well  we 
have  this  to  say,  while  it  is  only  the  in- 
genuity of  man  that  has  invented  a  doc- 
trine to  save  a  comparatively  few  infants 
from  perdition,  it  is  only  the  fiat  of  man 
that  has  condemned  any  of  them  to  such 
a  fate,  which  is  opposed  to  the  true 
spirit  of  Christianity,  as  illustrated  in 
the  words  of  our  Savior  we  have  quoted. 

In  all  that  the  scriptures  tell  us  of  the 
great  day  of  judgment,  there  is  not  an 
intimation  of  guilt  or  punishment  attach- 
ing to  mankind  for  the  sin  of  their  first 
parents,  usually  called  original  sin.  But 
on  the  other  hand  we  are  continually 
reminded  that  old  and  young,  great  and 
small,  will  be  judged  by  the  deeds  they 
have  done  in  the  body.  Jesus  on  one 
occasion  told  His  disciples:  "For  the 
Son  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of 
his  Father  with  his  angels:  and  then  he 
shall  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works."  (Matt,  xvi,  17).  Paul  also  wrote 
to  the  Corinthians:  "For  we  must  all 
appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ;  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  his  body,  according  to 
that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad"  (2  Cor.  v,  10).  These  passages 
might  be  multiplied  to  prove  that  man- 
kind will  be  punished  for  original  sin, 
and  certainly  in  a  judgment  for  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body  there  need 
be  no  fear  for  the  salvation  of  little 
children. 

While  it  is  thus  quite  evident  from  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  that  the  redemp- 
tion of  this  large  class  of  the  human 
family  is  secured  by  the  atonement  of 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Latter-day  Saints  have 
6* 


access  to  revelations  that  determine  this 
fact  in  the  most  positive  manner.  When 
Jesus,  after  his  resurrection,  appeared  to 
the  Nephites,  He  commanded  that  their 
little  children  should  be  brought  to  Him 
and  He  took  them,  one  by  one,  and 
blessed  them.  And  the  people  looked 
"and  they  saw  the  heavens  open,  and 
they  saw  angels  descending  out  of 
heaven  as  it  were,  in  the  midst  of  fire; 
and  they  came  down  and  encircled  those 
little  ones  about,  and  they  were  encir- 
cled about  with  fire;  and  the  angels 
did  minister  unto  them"  (Book  of  Mor- 
mon, page  516).  Moroni,  a  great  pro- 
phet, who  lived  upon  the  American  con- 
tinent about  four  hundred  years  after  the 
birth  of  our  Savior,  says:  "But  little 
children  are  alive  in  Christ,  even  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world ;  if  not  so, 
God  is  a  partial  God,  and  also  a  change- 
able God,  and  a  respecter  to  persons; 
for  how  many  little  children  have  died 
without  baptism.  *  *  *  For  awful  is 
the  wickedness  to  suppose  that  God 
loveth  one  child  because  of  baptism, 
and  the  other  must  perish  because  he 
hath  no  baptism.  *  *  *  Little  child- 
ren cannot  repent ;  wherefore  it  is  awful 
wickedness  to  deny  the  pure  mercies  of 
God  unto  them,  for  they  are  all  alive  in 
Him  because  of  His  mercy.  And  he 
that  saith,  that  little  children  need  bap- 
tism, denieth  the  mercies  of  Christ,  and 
setteth  at  naught  the  atonement  of  Him 
and  the  power  of  His  redemption.  Wo 
unto  such,  for  they  are  in  danger  of 
death,  hell,  and  an  endless  torment.  I 
speak  it  boldly,  God  hath  commanded 
me."     (Book  of  Mormon,  page  617). 

In  a  revelation  given  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph,  the  Lord  says :  "But  behold,  I 
say  unto  you,  that  little  children  are  re- 
deemed from  the  foundation  of  the 
world  through  mine  Only  Begotten: 
Wherefore  they  cannot  sin,  for  power  is 
not  given  unto  Satan  to  tempt  little 
children,  until  they  begin  to  become  ac- 
countable before  me."  (Doc.  and  Cov. 
sec.  xxix,  verses  46,  47). 

Jesus  also  says  :  "Every  spirit  of  man 
was  innocent  in  the  beginning,  and  God 
having  redeemed  man  from  the  fall,  men 
became  again  in  their  infant  state,  inno- 


218 


IN  A  STAFFORDSHIRE   VILLAGE. 


cent  before  God.     (Doc.  and  Cov.,  sec. 
xciii,  verse  38.) 

While  these  quotations  from  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
will  not  be  accepted  as  authoritative  by 
readers  who  are  not  of  our  faith, 
they  may  be  read  with  interest  as  show- 
ing the  perfect  agreement  between  these 


books  and  the  Bible  in  the  doctrine  that 
little  children  are  redeemed  from  the 
Fall  by  the  Atonement  of  our  Savior, 
and  if  they  die  in  that  condition  their 
salvation  is  assured.        George  Osmond. 


There  is  little  in  the   world   but  that 
has  cost  some  one  deeply. 
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Last  summer  I  entered  a  Staffordshire 
hamlet  for  the  first  time.  The  village  I 
marked  out  for  my  visit  was  a  quaint, 
straggling  little  place  on  the  borders  of 
Cannock  Chase — the  latter  a  beautiful 
picture  of  wild  scenery,  with  banks  cov- 
ered with  the  longest  ferns  I  have  ever 
seen — and  known  as  Norton  Canes.  I 
was  unable  to  note  much  on  my  entry, 
as  it  was  quite  dark  when  I  reached  the 
Valley  of  the  Trent,  and  from  Lichfield 
— immortalized  as  the  birthplace  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  and  where  his  statue 
still  figures  in  the  market  place — I  had  a 
good  seven  mile  drive  across  country. 
In  the  morning  my  first  acquaintance 
with  Norton  Canes  was  made,  and  the 
first  thing  I  saw  was  the  whole  machin- 
ery and  surroundings  of  a  coal-pit  in 
working  order.  It  was  not  a  hundred 
yards  away  from  the  window  at  which  I 
stood,  and  I  could  stand  and  watch  the 
frequent  revolutions  of  the  chain  wheel 
over  the  shaft,  as  the  truck-loads  of  coal 
were  drawn  to  the  surface,  or  miners  de- 
scended into  the  very  bowels  of  the 
earth.  I  almost  shuddered  as  I  imag- 
ined the  dangers  that  awaited  these 
brave  men  underground. 

The  village  itself  connot  be  compared 
with  any  of  the  rural  retreats  that  dot 
the  southern  counties  of  England.  It  is 
only  a  crooked  little  hamlet  in  unison 
with  its  smoky  surroundings.  It  is  a  vil- 
lage of  one  street — like  the  majority  of 
northern  hamlets — although  from  off  the 
parent  thoroughfare  three  or  four  nar- 
row winding  streets  branch.  Every 
house  is  built  of  sombre  red  brick ;  none 
of  those  pretty,  slanting-roofed,  thatched 
cottages  that  you  see  in  Kent  or  Surrey, 


with  the  swallows  or  sparrows  building 
beneath  the  eaves,  but  only  dark,  square 
red  houses,  with  very  little  garden  either 
back  or  front  to  lend  them  some  vestige 
of  beauty.  In  the  course  of  my  pere- 
grinations around  the  village  I  only 
came  across  two  thatched  houses,  and 
these  were  excommunicated  from  the 
habitations  of  miners.  For  all  these  red 
houses  are  inhabited  by  the  pitmen, 
many  of  the  buildings  being  the  prop- 
erty of  the  owners  of  the  various  col- 
lieries, while  some  are  built  and  paid  for 
by  the  colliers  themselves  out  of  their 
savings.  The  collier's  wife  is  extremely 
clean,  and  her  family  unusually  large. 
I  saw  one  woman  who  had  had  two-and- 
twenty  children,  and  seventeen  were 
now  living.  Several  women  are  in  pos- 
session of  from  twelve  to  seventeen,  and 
yet  these  prolific  mothers  are  not  very 
advanced  in  years.  They  marry  exceed- 
ingly young,  men  enter  the  matrimonial 
state  before  their  twentieth  year,  and 
consequently  from  these  early  unions 
spring  numerous  children. 

How  they  all  live  and  thrive  as  they 
do  is  one  of  those  mysteries  not  dreamt 
of  in  the  philosophy  of  Horatio.  Heaven 
knows,  the  struggle  is  very  hard  for 
these  women  to  keep  body  and  soul  to- 
gether, more  especially  in  the  summer, 
when  there  is  little  demand  for  coal,  and 
wages  are  bad ;  but  they  are  never  the 
ones  to  complain,  and  they  are  endowed 
with  the  patience  of  Job.  Their  whole 
life,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  is  one 
series  of  trouble  and  toil,  and  experience 
has  taught  them  to  be  reconciled  to  it. 

The  background  of  Norton  Canes  is 
composed  of  pits,  with  tall  shafts  and 
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smoking  chimneys,  forming  rather  a 
gloomy  picture  to  the  landscape  round. 
Many  of  the  paths  are  strewn  with  ashes, 
and  the  latter,  when  Boreas  is  at  the 
height  of  his  play,  fly  about  in  all  direc- 
tions, making  it  very  uncomfortable  for 
the  pedestrian.  There  are  no  buildings 
of  any  importance,  such  as  a  concert 
hall  or  reading-room  or  library,  where 
men,  after  their  labor,  may  become  intel- 
lectual; such  benefits  as  these  do  not 
figure  in  the  category  of  miners'  com- 
forts. Even  the  church  and  school  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  dwell  in 
the  most  thickly-populated  part  of  the 
district,  being  fully  a  mile  and  a  half 
away,  in  the  lower  extremity  of  the  vil- 
lage, thus  preventing  many  from  attend- 
ing the  worship  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, owing  to  their  refusal  to  walk  so 
far.  However,  to  console  them  for  the 
loss  of  one  house  of  prayer,  they  have 
a  Presbyterian  chapel  in  their  midst,  and 
a  Salvation  Army,  the  latter  never  failing 
to  make  itself  heard  on  every  night  in 
the  week. 

Of  course  the  principal  institutions, 
and  those  on  which  the  surrounding 
hamlets  depend  for  their  existence,  are 
the  collieries,  and  very  valuable  institu- 
tions, from  a  commercial  point  of  view, 
they  are.  Nearly  every  man  and  boy  in 
the  village  and  for  miles  around  pass 
their  lives  in  these  deep  pits,  and  toil 
hard  for  the  coal  which  makes  the  poor- 
est home  cheerful.  People  in  London 
do  not  sufficiently  realize  the  hardships 
and  dangers  undergone  by  these  strong, 
hardy  men  in  their  labors  beneath  the 
earth's  surface,  and  how  badly  they  are 
paid  for  rendering  such  a  service  to  the 
community  at  large.  Such  poor  remun- 
eration is  the  cause  of  frequent  strikes. 
Even  while  I  was  there  many  of  the  men 
were  up  in  arms  because  of  the  scarcity 
of  wages,  and  the  owner  threatened  to 
close  the  pits  unless  the  contumacious 
ones  accepted  his  decision.  They  ap- 
peared determined  to  hold  out,  and 
maintained,  if  they  could  only  get  a 
general  strike,  that  it  would  be  a  grand 
day  for  them.  But  I  am  afraid  that  grand 
day  for  the  miners  is  as  far  distant  as  the 
millennium.     Even  this  little  episode  il-   | 


lustrates  clearly  the  dissatisfaction  exist- 
ing among  the  pitmen,  and  how  hard  it 
is  for  them  to  make  both  ends  meet. 
Their  rate  of  wages  is  one  penny  per 
hundredweight,  and  those  who  are  con- 
versant with  the  working  of  the  pits  can 
imagine  how  long  it  takes  before  the  col- 
lier can  dig  out  from  the  solid,  and  send 
up  to  the  pit's  mouth,  his  ton  of  coal. 
There  is  not  only  the  labor  of  getting 
the  coal  out  of  its  bed,  but  there  is  the 
building  up  again  the  great  gap  made 
with  earth  and  trees,  lest  the  roof  should 
fall  with  a  crash  and  bury  men  beneath 
it.  The  labor,  therefore,  is  great  both 
ways,  and  the  reward  undeniably  small. 
To  those  who  have  never  seen  a  pit,  a 
short  description  may  be  interesting.  On 
entering  the  yard  you  pass  by  the 
engine-house  and  other  necessary  para- 
phernalia for  the  working  of  the  pits, 
and  make  straight  for  the  shaft,  where 
the  cage  is  ready  to  conduct  you  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  Above  is  the  great 
wheel  round  which  the  steel  chains 
revolve  and  work  the  cage  with  al- 
most lightning  rapidity.  Standing  at 
the  brink  of  the  pit's  mouth  you  look 
down,  and  there  is  nothing  but  total 
darkness.  It  is  like  peeping  into  the 
bottomless  pit  itself.  The  wooden  cage 
comes  up,  and  you  take  your  stand  upon 
it,  and  before  you  can  say  "Jack  Robin- 
son," the  engine  is  set  in  motion,  the 
wheel  above  you  revolves  and  loosens 
the  chain,  the  lever  is  pulled,  and  the 
cage  drops,  and  in  less  time  than  one 
can  write  it,  you  are  more  than  four 
hundred  yards  below  the  surface  of  the 
earth.  The  journey  is  sudden  and  de- 
cidedly unpleasant,  you  have  a  notion 
that  all  your  breath  is  gone,  and  your 
stomach  completely  overturned,  and 
when  you  again  touch  terra  firma  you 
are  in  a  dazed,  bewildered,  and  half- 
fainting  condition.  But  a  little  refresh- 
ment soon  restores  animation,  and  after 
you  have  collected  your  scattered 
thoughts,  and  regain  some  of  your  lost 
breath,  you  laugh  and  wonder  at  the 
rapid  journey  you  have  made,  and  cast 
an  eye  upon  your  underground  sur- 
roundings. And  very,  dark  and  dismal 
ones  indeed  they  are,     In  all  directions 
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run  long,  narrow  roads,  so  low  some  of 
them,  in  parts,  that  you  are  forced  to 
bend  your  back  if  you  would  save  your 
head.    A  stick  and   a  safety  lamp  are 
given  you,  so,  aided  by  these  valuable 
articles,'  you    commence    your    under- 
ground pilgrimage.     Many  of  the  roads 
are  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  and,  although 
a  miner  may  live  opposite  the  pit's  mouth, 
above  ground  yet  he  may  have  a  mile  or 
more  to  walk  after  he  has  descended  into 
the  earth.  Like  mariners  on  the  sea  these 
workers  underground  have  their  various 
charts,  and  can  tell  exactly  where  they 
are.    They    know  almost  every  house 
they  are  under;  every  field,  road,  and 
river;  and  they  can  tell  within  a  foot  if 
they  are  approaching  another  man's  ter- 
ritory.   What  strikes  the  explorer  more 
than  anything  is  the  number  of  horses 
employed  in  the  mines,  and  their  dimin- 
ished size.     In  the  pit  under  description 
there  are,  in  constant  work  before  our 
eyes,  nearly  a  hundred  horses,  and  it 
astonishes  many  how  they  travel  so  fast 
through  these  dimly-lighted  subterran- 
ean  passages.     As   each  little  truck  is 
loaded  with  the  coal,  it  is  borne  in  the 
cage  without  loss  of  time  to  the  surface. 
Many  of  these  animals  have  never  seen 
daylight,  having  been  born  and  reared 
in  the  mine.     Even   those  horses  that 
have  at  some  time  or  other  been  the  in- 
habitants of  green  fields  and  meadows, 
have  become  so  used  to  their  perpetual 
darkness  that,  were  they  put  back  into 
their  old  delightful  haunts,  it  would  take 
them  some  four  or  five  days  ere  they  re- 
covered the  power  of  sight.  The  miners 
are  in  great  danger  through  these  ani- 
mals, for  the  roads  are  so  narrow  and 
low,  and    the    horses    come    along    at 
such    a    terrific     pace,    at     times,   that 
before    the     man      can     steer     clear 
of  their  path  he  is  knocked  down,  and 
perhaps  receives  some  irreparable  in- 
jury.   Accidents  are  very  frequent  in  the 
pits,  and  the  roll-call  for  one  year  pre- 
sents a  number  that  is  heart-rending.and 
almost    incredible.      Speaking    in    the 
house  of  Commons  in  July,  last  year, 
Mr.  Burt  said  that  the  number  of  people 
who  had  lost  their  lives  during  the  year 
1883  was  1,140,  thus  showing  the  dan- 


gerous and  hazardous  work  these  brave 
miners  have  taken  upon  themselves  to 
perform.  Even  during  my  short  stay  in 
the  village  a  young  lad  had  his  foot 
smashed  beneath  a  loaded  truck,  and 
after  lingering  for  a  few  days  in  great 
pain,  lockjaw  intervened,  which  soon 
terminated  in  death.  I  saw  him  buried; 
a  simple,  touching  burial  that  could  not 
fail  to  move  the  stoutest  heart,  with  the 
rude  but  sympathetic  miners  following 
sadly  their  young  and  unfortunate  com- 
rade to  the  grave. 

Education  is  the  miners'  chief  draw- 
back—it cannot  be  called  a  fault,  for 
theirs  is  not  the  blame — and  there  are 
not  two  men  out  of  a  dozen  who  can 
write  their  own  name,  or  read  four 
words  out  of  a  child's  school-book.  It 
is  disheartening  to  think  that  such  ignor- 
ance should  exist  among  such  a  fine 
body  of  men.  If  a  man  is  able  to  read 
aloud  the  daily  paper  he  is  considered  a 
great  scholar^ — always  the  d  at  the  end 
— and  reckoned  some  one  of  importance 
among  the  small  fraternity.  But  the  rea- 
son is  not  far  to  seek  why  such  ignorance 
reigns  in  these  days  of  board  schools 
and  cheap  literature.  When  they  were 
'ads  no  such  facilities  were  open  to  them; 
the  board  school  was  a  thing  undreamt 
of,  and  cheap  literature  out  of  the  ques- 
tion: so  that  learning  was  in  every  way 
beyond  their  grasp.  Almost  as  soon  as 
they  could  walk  they  made  acquaintance 
with  the  interior  of  the  pits,  and  at  an 
age  when  they  should  have  been  wading 
through  their  first  primer,  they  were 
learning  the  rudiments  of  a  collier's  life. 
But  happily  things  are  changed  now; 
education  has  spread  its  light  among  the 
dark  territories  of  coal;  the  board 
school  opens  its  doors  to  the  miners' 
children ;  and  if  the  colliers  themselves 
suffer  through  their  ignorance,  they  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  it  will  not  be 
so  with  the  little  ones  growing  up  before 
them.  And  I  deem  it  no  idle  prophecy 
that,  in  the  years  to  come,  the  miners 
will  be  an  intellectual  body  of  men. 

H.  H.  A. 


You  had  better  be  poisoned  in  your 
blood  than  in  your  principles. 
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I  had  been,  he  said,  staying  four  days 
in  a  tea  house  at  Osaka,  which,  on 
account  of  being  the  seat  of  all  that  is 
prominent  in  art,  literature  and  the 
drama,  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  Paris 
of  Japan,  when  I  was  informed  that 
Tokiwa,  a  pretty  maid  of  seventeen,  the 
daughter  of  my  host,  Fujama  Madura, 
was  to  be  wedded  to  Yoritomo  Sanjo,  a 
rich  young  man  who  was  proprietor  of 
a  big  theatre.  The  wedding  was  a 
tremendous  affair,  owing  to  the  high 
standing  of  the  families  of  the  bride 
and  groom.  It  was  celebrated  in  the 
evening,  and  three  of  the  largest  rooms 
on  the  second  or  top  floor  were  thrown 
into  one  for  the  occasion,  by  simply 
pushing  the  paper-screen  walls  that 
separated  them  out  of  the  way.  Then 
the  spacious  apartment  was  lavishly 
decorated  with  bright  scrolls  of  pictures 
and  mottoes  and  verses  from  the  Japan- 
ese poets  and  with  proverbs  about 
matrimony  and  portraits  of  all  sorts  of 
jolly- looking  gods  of  good  luck  and 
wealth  and  happiness. 

The  raiment  of  the  young  ladies  and 
little  boys  and  girls  was  simply  too 
gorgeous  to  be  described  without  the 
aid  of  a  well-stocked  paint  box.  All  the 
girls,  big  and  little,  had  their  odd  faces 
(very  few  of  them  are  pretty)  powdered 
and  painted  in  a  manner  most  fearful 
to  behold,  but  considered  very  charming 
by  their  countrymen.  Their  eyebrows 
were  blackened,  too,  and  the  girls  under 
twelve  years  had  all  sorts  of  odd  pins  in 
their  hair.  Above  that  age  no  respect- 
able female  ever  makes  use  of  them. 

When  three  young  girls  had  ceased 
playing  a  very  inharmonious  composi- 
tion on  a  native  guitar,  a  small  drum 
and  squeaky  flute,  the  wedding  party 
entered.  First  came  two  girls  who 
were  to  act  as  the  bridesmaids,  and  they 
were  dressed  in  the  loveliest  shade 
of  coral  pink  cr£pe,  embroidered  with 
an  irregular  flight  of  butterflies,  which, 
the  Japs  say,  always  fly  in  pairs,  and 
which  are  nearly  always  present  in 
some  design   or  another  at  weddings. 


Their  sashes  were  blue  and  silver.  The 
fair  Tokiwa  then  appeared,  toddling  be- 
tween her  proud  parents  (all  Japanese 
women  "toddle"  rather  than  walk),  and 
completely  veiled  with  a  white  scarf. 
Her  dress  was  of  dove-colored  cr£pe, 
with  here  and  there  a  white  stork  in 
full  flight  across  the  face  of  a  great 
round  golden  sun,  from  which  the  rays 
shot  out  two  or  three  inches  in  all 
directions.  Her  sash  was  of  the  same 
shade  of  pink  as  the  bridesmaid's 
dresses  with  graceful  sprays  of  cherry 
blossoms  stamped  upon  it,  and  her  tiny 
feet  now  and  then  peeped  out  clad  in 
snow-white  little  mitten  socks. 

Following,  came  Yoritomo,  quite 
abashed  by  the  attention  he  was  re- 
ceiving from  the  audience,  and  flanked 
on  either  side  by  his  mother  and  father, 
both  very  old  people  and  both  the  pic- 
ture of  antique  good  humor.  Yoritomo 
was  about  twenty-four,  short,  sturdy, 
with  jet  black  hair,  arranged  in  the  con- 
ventional fashion,  and  wore  a  costume 
of  claret-colored  material,  over  which 
were  designs  that  looked  like  a  terrific 
thunder-storm,  with  sheet,  chain  and 
fork  lightning  playing  about  the  forms 
of  the  most  amazing  collection  ot 
dragoons  and  fishes,  which  were  dis- 
porting themselves  by  twisting  them- 
selves into  double  bowknots  and  other 
uncomfortable  positions.  It  was  the 
most  stunning  garment  I  ever  saw  on  a 
man.  There  was  a  tremendous  amount 
of  etiquette  gone  through  with,  but  the 
way  that  these  two  young  people  really 
got  married  was  about  as  follows: 

At  last  every  one  had  arrived  and  was 
seated  on  the  floor  of  the  big  room 
where  the  wedding  was  to  take  place. 
They  made  the  place  fairly  hum  with 
their  merry  chatter,  and  the  youngsters 
gathered  about  me  in  a  sort  of  irregular 
circle  and  shook  with  laughter  whenever 
I  spoke  to  or  smiled  at  them.  Their 
parents  tried  to  keep  them  still,  but 
couldn't,  and  had  it  not  been  for  their 
sense  of  politeness  they  too  would  have 
stared  as  hard  as  the  children.     As  it 
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was,  they  would  keep  their  eyes  on  me 
when  they  thought  I  was  not  observing 
them,  but  instantly  looked  away  and 
pretended  not  to  be  at  all  curious  when- 
ever I  glanced  their  way.  At  the  end  of 
the  room  where  the  ceremony  was  to  take 
place  there  stood  on  the  matted  floor  a 
dwarf  pine  tree  about  three  feet  high 
and  under  it  the  figures  of  an  old  man 
and  old  woman,  the  whole  symbolizing 
a  long  life  of  married  happiness  and  a 
green  old  age.  There  were  also  two 
bronze  storks  and  a  bronze  tortoise,  and 
a  swinging  censer  of  the  same  metal  gave 
forth  the  rich  perfume  of  burning  sandal- 
wood. On  a  low  stand  of  gold  lacquered 
wood  there  were  three  slender  porcelain 
bottles,  covered  with  figures  of  the  gods 
of  wealth  and  health  and  other  desirable 
features  of  life,  one  being  twice  the  size 
of  the  others,  and  also  a  beautiful  little 
Cloisonne  vessel,  looking  like  a  teapot 
with  two  spouts,  the  one  opposite  the 
other,  and  with  a  handle  of  lacquered 
bamboo.  A  small  tray,  on  which  were 
three  delicate  little  china  cups,  each 
standing  in  the  one  beneath  it,  com- 
pleted the  "outfit"  necessary  for  the 
proper  performance  of  the  marriage, 
which  in  Japan  is  neither  a  religious  nor 
civil  ceremony,  and  no  priest  or  govern- 
ment official  is  needed  to  tie  the  knot. 
The  Japs  call  the  ceremony  san-san- 
kudo,  or  three  times  three  are  nine. 

Each  of  the  bridesmaids  took  one  of 
the  small  bottles,  which  was  filled  with 
the  best  saki,  a  sort  of  beer  made  from 
rice,  looking  like  pale  sherry  and  having 
a  sweetish,  insipid  taste,  and  poured  its 
contents  into  the  larger  bottle,  this  act 
being  symbolical  of  the  mingling  of  the 
two  lives  of  the  pair  about  to  be  joined 
together;  and  the  tray  bearing  the  three 
little  cups  was  then  handed  to  the  bride, 
whose  veil  had  just  been  raised,  and  the 


upper  cup  filled  from  the  large  bottle. 
Miss  Tokiwa  blushed  through  her  thick 
coat  of  paint,  and  her  lips,  which  were 
entirely  covered  with  gold  foil,  parted 
in  a  pretty  smile  bestowed  upon  her 
future  lord  and  master,  who  returned 
the  smile  with  interest.  She  then  raised 
the  tray  and  sipped  three  times  from 
the  cup,  handed  it  to  Yoritomo,  who, 
with  three  more  sips,  emptied  it  and 
placed  the  top  cup  under  the  other  two. 
The  other  bridesmaid  then  filled  the  cup 
now  on  top,  and  six  more  sips  having 
emptied  it,  the  last  of  the  three  was 
similarly  treated  in  its  turn,  and  the 
knot  was  legally  tied. 

In  order  to  do  the  thing  in  the  most 
approved  fashion  and  leave  no  room  for 
doubt,  the  double-spotted  teapot  was 
then  filled  with  saki,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sanjo  each  took  a  pull  at  its  contents  at 
the  same  time,  just  as  I  have  seen  a  pair 
of  rural  spoons  do  with  a  glass  of 
lemonade  and  two  straws,  and  that  over, 
the  parents  went  through  a  somewhat 
similar  performance  with  the  three  cups, 
and  then  every  one  congratulated  the 
happy  pair  and  the  chattering  recom- 
menced more  vigorously  than  before, 
and  a  great  feast  was  served  below  in 
the  public  rooms,  which  had  been  closed 
since  an  hour  before  the  wedding. 

A  party  of  singing  girls  then  came  in 
and  did  their  level  best,  which  was  very, 
very  bad,  and  in  the  jolliest,  most  child- 
like and  generally  hilarious  manner,  the 
entire  company,  old,  young  and  middle- 
aged,  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves 
until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the  happy 
young  couple  went  off  to  the  new  house 
he  had  prepared  for  her,  in  a  gorgeously 
decorated  jinricksha,  drawn  by  three 
men,  with  a  dozen  others  running  before, 
singing  and  swinging  paper  lanterns, 
and  then  everyone  else  went   home. 
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You  might  as  well  try  to  pour  the 
Atlantic  ocean  into  a  tub,  as  to  put  all 
knowledge  into  one  man.  The  fly  that 
beats  against  the  window  through  which 


the  sunshine  pours,  finds  its  world  in  its 
limited  sphere,  and  has  at  least  the  ap- 
pearance of  contentment.  The  swallow 
knows  the  seasons,  and  makes  its  flight 
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from  clime  to  clime  to  find  perpetual 
summer,  nor  cares  for  other  seasons  nor 
other  worlds,  nor  the  joys  of  other  birds. 
Man's  sphere  is  his  world,  and  broad  as 
may  be  his  views,  they  cannot  compass 
this  earth,  much  less  the  infinitude  of 
worlds  which  a  little  science  and  a  great 
deal  of  imagination  tell  us  exist  in  that 
boundless  stretch,  or  area,  or  whatever 
we  may  call  it,but  which  we  designate  as 
space.  The  difference  between  man  and 
the  fly  or  the  bird  is,  that  while  they 
seem  to  be  content,  man  is  proverbially 
dissatisfied.  His  avarice  for  knowledge 
is  an  all-consuming  passion,  which,  un- 
guided  in  youth  and  improperly  devel- 
oped, often  produces  mental  disease. 
This  is  especially  true  of  religious  topics; 
and  in  his  earnest  zeal  many  a  young 
man  has  been  led, in  the  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge, into  places  or  mental  conditions 
from  which  it  is  difficult  to  escape.  I 
speak  advisedly,  and  perhaps  a  word  of 
caution  from  a  young  man  to  young 
men — from  one  who  has  been  through 
the  school,  partially  at  least — may  be 
taken  as  worth  something,  and  received 
as  kindly  as  it  is  given.  Do  not  worry 
about  knotty  questions.  I  do  not  say 
not  to  try  to  unravel  them,  but  not  to 
worry.  These  troubles  come  to  all  of 
active  brain,  and  as  we  can  never  be 
fully  satisfied,  it  does  not  seem  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  borrow  anxiety  from  un- 
fruitful speculations.  It  has  seemed  to 
me  that  I  was  born  with  a  mania  for 
vain  questionings;  but  this  much  I  have 
learned,  there  are  many  things  I  will 
never  know — many  problems  the  wisest 
and  best  will  never  be  able  to  solve 
while  we  are  clothed  with  mortality. 

Good  sense  will  tell  us  that  every  truth 
dug  from  the  seemingly  sterile,  yet  not 
unprofitable  mine  of  knowledge,  has  not 
only  had  a  hard  fight  for  its  existence, 
but  has  brought  its  train  of  greater  de- 
sires and  deeper  longings  for  treasures 
more  unbounded.  Knowledge  is  like 
the  green-eyed  monster  jealousy,  which 
Shakspeare  says  doth  make  the  meat  it 
feeds  upon.  It  begets  an  appetite  that  is 
forever  unsatisfied, which  only  grows  with 
gratification.  It  is  a  lust,  lawful  it  is  true 
within  wise  bounds,  and  commendable, 


but  which,  it  is  none  the  less  a  fact,  will 
never  be  satiated  this  side  that  "bourne 
whence  no  traveler  e'er  returns."  We 
are  all  familiar  with  the  expression 
"The  more  a  man  knows  the  more  he 
wants  to  know, "and  it  contains  a  deeper 
truth  in  its  simple  words  than  we  often 
imagine.  To  gain  knowledge  is  to  be- 
come conscious  of  a  lack  of  knowledge. 
To  use  a  paradoxical  expression,  the 
more  a  man  knows  the  less  he  knows. 
Doubtings  and  questionings,  while  they 
indicate  a  quickening  of  the  intellect 
and  a  laudable  desire  for  wider  informa- 
tion, are,  nevertheless,  the  result  of 
ignorance,  pure  and  simple;  and  as  long 
as  infinite  wisdom  is  not  accorded  to 
humanity,  just  so  long  will  humanity  be 
given  to  doubtings  and  questionings. 
Every  truth  established  in  our  hearts 
and  minds  is  a  joy — a  joy  forever.  It  is 
a  rose,  and  like  the  rose  is  not  to  be 
found  without  the  accompanying  thorns. 
It  brings  us  pain — not  that  the  pain  is  in 
itself,  but  truth  carries  to  us  suggestions 
of  still  other  truths  which  also  would 
give  joy,  and  the  longing  of  the  heart 
for  happiness  like  the  goodness  of  God 
passeth  all  understanding.  Pope  says: 
"Man  never  is,  but  always  to  be  blest," 
and  as  new  truth  is  added  to  our  little 
store,  we  begin  to  look  out  upon  the 
broad  expanse  of  knowledge,  and  to 
compare  our  meagre  resources  with  the 
inexhaustible  and  incomprehensible 
treasures,  which  the  inner  heart  tells  us 
we  can  never  hope  to  obtain  in  this  life, 
so  great  and  immeasurable  they  seem; 
and  we  sigh  and  grieve  because  of  the 
poverty  of  human  capacity  to  acquire 
that  for  which  we  so  ardently  yearn.  The 
line  must  be  drawn  somewhere.  The 
spirit  of  truth  was  to  lead,  not  to  plunge 
us  headlong  into  all  truth. 

I  am  a  devout  believer  in  the  axiom 
which  tells  us  that  whatever  is  worth 
having  is  worth  working  for,and  I  do  not 
believe  that  either  great  or  small  truths 
(in  the  sense  we  are  given  to  attaching 
degrees  of  importance  to  them,)  are  an 
exception  to  this  honest  and  manly  rule. 
The  curse  placed  upon  the  earth  for 
Adam's  sake  we  seem  to  partake  of  in 
everything  that  belongs  to  our  natures, 
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they  too  being  of  the  earth;  for  I  have 
noticed,  in  a  limited  experience,  that 
even  our  thoughts  are  the  product  of 
toil,  and  are  earned  and  won  by  the 
sweat  of  a  man's  brow.  Not  that  God 
does  not  give  them,  but  he  has  so  or- 
dained it  that  a  man  shall,  in  eternal 
justice,  reap  that,  and  that  only,  which 
he  sows.  Thoughts  are  brought  forth  in 
travail  and  anguish,  but  we  love  them 
for  their  very  pain,  on  the  principle  that 
we  prize  most  that  which  has  cost  most. 
And  just  as  the  joy  of  a  mother  in  her 
child  is  often  turned  to  pain  by  the  un- 
manageable and  self-willed  disposition 
of  her  offspring,  so  also  is  our  joy  over 
the  birth  of  truths  oftentimes  subdued 
by  their  peculiar  and  self-willed  dispo- 
sitions; and  if  we  are  broad  and  good 
and  true  of  heart,  we  still  press  them 
to  our  soul's  core,  loving  even  while 
pained.  A  child  is  still  a  child,  no  mat- 
ter how  great  the  weight  of  care  and  of 
grief  it  brings  to  the  fond  mother;  and 
just  so  also  is  a  truth  still  a  truth,  let  it 
appear  as  it  will,  and  shock  our  sensibil- 
ities as  it  may. 

I  have  also  come  to  look  upon  truth 
as  a  good  deal  of  a  mystery — that  is,  as  a 
mystery  to  us.  When  we  have  once 
secured  a  firm  hold  of  truth,  it  is  sur- 
prising to  see  it  appearing  and  reappear- 
ing in  the  most  unlooked  for,  and,  at 
times,  extraordinary  places;  and  it  is 
often  difficult,if  not  impossible  to  under- 
stand, what  purpose  it  has  there.  But 
there  must  be  a  perfect  chain  some- 
where, for  we  know  that  truth  is  always 
in  harmony  with  truth.  We  have  only  a 
few  links  of  that  chain  in  this  life. 
Upon  a  little  truth  we  build  many  beau- 
tiful theories,  attractive  and  dazzling, 
because  of  the  very  truth  that  is  in  them. 
We  think  it  should  not  be  so  hard  to 
know  what  is  right  from  what  is  wrong, 
and  yet  bitter  experience  tells  us, and  the 
ages  that  have  past  prove  conclusively 
how  difficult  it  is,  not  so  much  to  dis- 
tinguish practical  truth  from  error,  but 
in  our  weakness,  to  know  how  far  theo- 
ries have  a  foundation  in  absolute  fact. 
The  almost  impassable  and  ever-widen- 
ing gulf  between  the  opinions  of  men 
recognized  as  great  in  the  wisdom  of  the 


world  teaches  us  this.  It  also  serves  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  infinite  wisdom 
has  set  bounds  to  aspiring  humanity,and 
the  fiat  has  been  declared — "thus  far 
thou  mayest  come,  only  to  know  that  all 
thy  learning  and  aspirations,  and  even 
pursuit  of  truth, leave  thee  but  a'nestling 
babe."  We  must  bear  in  mind  that 
whatever  grief  we  feel  at  our  inability 
to  grasp  all  the  knowledge  we  would,  or 
to  reconcile  all  the  seeming  or  real  con- 
tradictions that  we  behold,  is  a  pain 
which  we  share  alike  with  all  mankind, 
from  the  greatest  to  the  least.  Another 
thought  I  have  come  to  turn  to  for  com- 
fort when  tried.is  that  every  truth  which 
I  acquire,  or  which  it  pleases  God  to 
give  me,  while  it  clears  up  much  that 
was  doubtful  before,  only  serves  to  in- 
crease my  perplexities.  Every  problem 
solved  gives  rise  to  many  others  more 
complex  and  difficult  of  solution,  and 
so  I  have  grown  to  be  more  patient,  yet 
watchful  for  a  way  to  unravel  the  ques- 
tions that  are  ever  present.  I  know, 
however,  that  a  key,  while  it  may  un- 
lock some  door  which  hides  a  truth  I 
ardently  desire,  will  also,  once  opened, 
disclose  to  view  things  I  had  never 
dreamed  of  before.  As,  however,  "the 
glory  of  God  is  intelligence,"  I  still  pray 
for  an  understanding  heart. 

We  have  all  noticed  how  little  a  man 
can  see  through  a  door  that  is  just  a 
trifle  ajar,  and  have  observed  also  at 
what  an  extraordinary  ratio  the  sweep 
of  country  increases  even  with  a  slight 
opening  of  the  door.  It  is  so  with  truth. 
Every  truth  throws  the  door  open  a  little 
wider,  but  what  a  breadth  of  world  each 
trifling  opening  discloses  to  the  aston- 
ished view.  So  a  ray  of  sunlight  pouring 
through  a  small  hole  increases  out  of 
what  seems  to  be  all  reasonable  propor- 
tion after  it  has  passed  through.  It  is  so 
with  truth;  and  as  the  aperture  increases 
in  size,  the  volume  of  light  increases  in 
an  infinitely  greater  ratio.  But  we 
cannot  hold  all  light.  Our  capacity 
is  limited;  and  while  we  long  for  more, 
were  it  not  for  the  goodness  of  God  in 
placing  a  barrier  to  the  gratification  of 
our  cravings,  I  have  often  been  lead  to 
believe  we  would,  like  the   moth,  be 
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drawn  by  the  light  to  our  own  destruction. 
Let  us  accept  what  we  have  with  grate- 
ful hearts,  and  be  ever  ready  for  more 
as  it  may  come. 

The  journey  of  life  has  often  seemed 
to  me  like  a  man  passing  through  a 
beautiful  country  on  a  lightning  ex- 
press train.  He  can  have,  from  the 
swift  glance  at  passing,  but  a  very  im- 
perfect idea  of  it.  And  it  is  so  with  us 
in  life.  Our  deepest  researches  do  not 
so  much  as  break  the  crust  of  knowl- 
edge. We  know  Sir  Isaac  Newton's 
comparison  of  himself  with  the  child 
picking  up  pebbles  on  the  shore  of  the 
boundless  ocean.  It  should  teach  us 
humility,  at  least;  and  I  hold  it  far  more 
important  to  know  how  to  use  the  truth 
we  have  already,  rather  than  to  desire 
more.  No  man  that  breathes,  so  lives  and 
so  employs  his  time  that  he  can  truthfully 
claim  that  he  has  filled  his  sphere  in 
perfect  usefulness,  so  far  as  knowledge 
was  given  him;  at  least,  I  do  not  think 
any  such  man  exists.  We  are  all 
children,  even  in  our  maturity.  As  the 
boy  at  school  is  ambitious  to  get  into  a 
higher  class  before  he  has  mastered 
lower  branches,  we  also  crave  forever 
for  that  which  is  beyond  us,  without 
recognizing  the  fact  that  we  have  yet  to 
learn  the  use  of  what  has  already  been 
given  us.  I  do  not  believe  any  man  has 
a  right  to  demand  increased  knowledge 
until  he  has  learned  fully  to  employ  that 
which  he  possesses,  and  it  is  the  con- 
summation of  folly  to  throw  away  or 
discard  what  we  may  have  because  of 
our  inability  to  obtain  other  things 
which  we  desire.  Whatever  truths  we 
have,  let  us  "grapple  them  to  our  souls 
with  hooks  of  steel."  Let  us  not,  as  too 
many  who  call  themselves  wise  and 
leaders  in  thought  have  done,  repeat  in 
our  lives  the  fable  of  the  dog,  the  bone, 
and  the  shadow  in  the  brook.  God 
knoweth  best;  and  I  know  for  myself 
that  as  I  learn  to  make  use  of  what  has 
been  given  me,  I  will  not  only  be  en- 
titled to,  but  will  receive  more  and  more, 
for  God  and  His  truths  will  ever  be  be- 
yond me.  There  are  many  things  that 
we  cannot  comprehend,  but  those  things 

are  none  the  less  true — they  are  light 
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none  the  less  for  all  that,  though  we  see 
them  but  dimly. 

Perhaps  you  have  stood  on  the  shore 
when  the  sea  was  calm,  and  another 
moon  lay  bathed  in  the  blue  of  the  deep, 
and  you  have  noticed  the  track  of  light 
that  fled  away  across  the  ocean  from 
where  you  stood  to  the  point  where 
wave  and  sky  and  moon  seemed  melted 
into  one.  It  mattered  not  where  you 
stood,  that  line  of  light  followed  and 
fled  away  from  you  with  the  straightness 
of  an  arrow  in  its  flight,  until  it  reached 
the  bright  orb  that  gave  it  life.  And  it 
has  been  the  same  to  others.  Though 
thousands  lined  the  shore,  for  each  there 
was  ever  his  own  path  of  glory  sparkling 
upon  the  rippling  wave,  and  drawing  his 
thoughts  to  the  one  serene  and  hallowed 
spot.  So  it  is  with  the  love  of  God, 
whose  orb  forever  throws  a  line  of  light 
along  the  ocean  of  life  to  call  our  wan- 
dering thoughts  to  Him.  He  knows 
what  truth  we  need,  and  we  have  but  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  see  the  way  we  are  to 
tread  while  it  is  called  to-day.  So  every 
one  who  gazes  upon  the  broad  and 
boundless  ocean  of  God's  love  will  see 
that  shining  track  of  glory  flying  before 
him  across  the  restless  waves  of  life  to 
the  throne  of  eternal  grace.  It  has  no 
time  nor  seasons — it  is  there  forever 
alluring  us  to  higher  intelligence  and 
deeper  knowledge — to  purer  ways.  Let 
us  hold  fast  to  that  which  we  have,  nor 
pine  and  grieve,  but  tread  in  faith  the 
path  that  invites  us  in  the  present  hour, 
and  all  will  be  well.  Mrs.  Hemans  tells 
us  our  duty. 

"The  still,  small  voice  then  answered  back; 
'Enough  to  know  is  given; 

The  stars  and  clouds  their  course  fulfill, 
Thine  is  to  trust  in  heaven.'  " 

R.   W.  Sloan. 


REMINISCENCE  OF  TRAVEL. 
At  the  head  of  a  lovely  bay,  where 
the  mountain  waters  of  the  Caystor, 
empty  themselves  into  the  ^Egean  Sea,a 
colony  of  Ionians,  about  one  thousand 
years  before  Christ,  founded  a  city. 
This  city,  owing  mainly  to  its  admir- 
able situation  for  commercial  purposes, 
grew   with    a    marvelous    growth,  and 
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became  famous  not  only  for  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  its  inhabitants  but 
also  for  the  splendor  of  its  buildings. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Chris- 
tain  era,  Ephesus  had  reached  the  pin- 
nacle of  her  glory,  she  was  then  the 
capital  of  Asia,  a  term  given  in  the  New 
Testament  to  the  Roman  province, 
which  was  only  a  portion  of  that  country 
now  called  Asia  Minor.  But  beyond 
her  political  and  commercial  position, 
she  was  known  to  the  world  as  the 
"Neochorus,"  or  warden  of  Diana.  And 
well  the  city  deserved  this  world  wide 
fame,  seven  temples  to  that  mythologi- 
cal goddess  had  succeeding  generations 
raised,  each  having  been  burnt,  and  in 
each  case  the  rebuilt  shrine  was  grander, 
and  more  imposing.than  its  predecessor. 
In  the  third  century  before  Christ  they 
began,  what  to  them  was  a  pious  task, 
for  the  seventh  and  last  time,  and  as  if 
to  accord  with  the  sacred  number,  their 
seventh  temple  was  perfect.  When 
Paul  was  at  Ephesus  this  magnificent 
building  had  stood  for  generations  un- 
rivalled by  any  other  known  edifice,  one 
of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  ancient 
world.  Its  roof  of  polished  cedar,  was 
a  marvel  of  design;  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  pillars  supported  it,  each 
sixty  feet  high,  each  the  gift  of  a  king, 
and  each  the  work  of  an  eminent  sculp- 
tor. The  altar  was  the  master-piece  of 
Praxitiles  the  greatest  of  the  Greek 
sculptors.  The  folding  doors  were  of 
Cypress  wood,  which  four  generations 
had  treasured;  and  here  was  the  cele- 
brated picture  by  Apelles  representing 
Alexander  the  Great  armed  with  a 
thunderbolt.  Space  will  not  permit  me 
to  follow  the  fortunes  of  Ephesus,  but 
a  blight  seemed  to  fall  upon  the  gods 
and  goddesses  of  the  ancient  world  as 
soon  as  the  potent  name  of  Jesus  was 
heard  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
shrines. 

Before  Paul  had  received  his  martyr's 
crown,  Nero  had  plundered  the  great 
temple.  Soon  after  the  Goths  swept 
down  upon  the  beauty  and  wealth  of 
Ionia,  and  when  they  left  Ephesus,  the 
last  temple  of  Diana,  was  a  heap  of 
smoking  ruins.  The  city  never  recovered 


this  blow,  and  now  the  very  sea  has 
retreated  from  the  harbor.  A  salt 
marsh  only  marks  the  site  of  the 
splendid  Ephesus,  anil  all  that  is  left  to 
tell  of  her  former  greatness,  is  the  vast 
amphitheatre  excavated  in  the  side  of 
mount  Prion,  which  travelers,  of  author- 
ity, declare  must  have  been  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  world. 

The  modern  traveler  can  scarcely 
realize  that  here  once  stood  that  splendid 
city,  where  Paul,  at  the  close  of  his 
second  missionary  circuit  landed,  when 
sailing  from  Corinth  into  Syria.  He 
could  not  stay,  though  pressed  by  the 
Jews  to  do  so,  for  he  was  hurrying  to 
Jerusalem  to  keep  the  Passover,  but 
shortly  afterwards  he  visited  the  city 
again,  and  remained  there  about  three 
years.  It  was  at  Ephesus  that  Timothy 
resided;  the  man  who  for  fifteen  years 
was  the  companion  and  friend  of  Paul, 
and  we  find  there  was  at  Ephesus  a 
regularly  organized  Church,  with  Tim- 
othy,appointed  by  Paul,  as  a  Bishop, and 
ordained  Elders  to  whom  the  Apostle 
gave  the  charge:  "Take  heed  therefore 
unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the  flock 
over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made 
you  overseers,  to  feed  the  Church  of 
God."  There  was  another  city,  a  few 
miles  south  of  Ephesus,  and  joined  to 
that  place  by  a  road  along  the  sea 
coast,  called  Miletus,  Paul  once  landed 
there  and  sent  for  Timothy  to  meet  him. 
It  was  on  this  road  also  that  he  parted 
from  Paul  in  tears,  when  Paul  for  the 
second  time,  was  sent  a  prisoner,  in 
chains,  to  Rome. 

Did  space  allow,  how  much  that  is 
interesting  and  instructive,  might  be 
written  of  these  two  servants  of  the 
living  God,  the  humble  martyr  Paul,  and 
the  fiery  and  zealous  Timothy,  "the 
angel  of  the  Church  at  Ephesus,"  and  to 
whom  Paul  so  far  as  we  know,  sent  the 
last  letter  he  ever  wrote,  the  second 
Epistle  to  Timothy,  for  amongst  the 
last  victims  of  Nero's  persecutions  were 
the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul. 

M.  A.  Greenhalgh. 


Many  that  are  wits  in  jest  are  fools  in 
earnest. 


"GOD  IN  ALL  AND    THROUGH  ALL. 
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The  elements  of  modern  society  are  of 
course  very  much  diversified;  there  are 
the  staid,  hereditary  conservatives  of 
old  time  thought,  theory  and  practice; 
but  the  immense  majority  are  of  those 
who  are  just  beginning  to  sense  their 
individuality,  and  to  have  a  certain 
crude  mental  action,  which  is  the  reverse 
of  unquestioning,  but  yet  indisposed  to 
pause  for  any  reply.  That  new  found 
freedom  from  restraint,  in  the  exercise 
of  those  faculties  which  have  been  held 
in  abeyance,  or  only  used  as  power  or 
teachers  might  intend,  has,  under  the 
influence  of  an  enlarging  sway,  exercised 
by  the  press,  become  so  excited, 
so  presumptuous  and  iconoclastic,  that 
the  conservative  are  more  or  less 
alarmed,  and  with  fearful  forebodings, 
are  everywhere  looking  far  as  possible 
into  an  expected  chaotic  future. 

Nor  is  this  fear  unjustifiable,  for  but 
limited  experience  realizes,  that  the 
ability  of  simple  destruction  is  nearly  as 
great  among  the  most  ignorant,  as 
among  the  most  intelligent.  History 
is  full  of  graphic  illustrations  to  show 
that  the  unreasoning  multitude  have 
overthrown  dynasties  and  kingdoms; 
they  have  applied  the  torch  to  palaces 
and  repositories  of  art;  that  for  "loot" 
they  have  invaded  the  treasure  houses 
of  generations;  and  that  neither  an- 
tiquity nor  archaeological  or  other 
value  has  been  considered  in  the  work 
of  devastation.  Still  further,  when  this 
frantic  and  apparently  uncontrollable 
tendency  has  become  satiated,  and  in 
momentary  observation  has  discovered 
its  madness — has  seen  how  inadequate 
the  means  used  to  the  end  desired; 
appeal  has  always  been  had  to  the  silent 
or  for  the  moment  powerless  element — 
the  conservative  section,  to  build  anew, 
or  resurrect  the  old  fabric  of  social  order, 
of  common  security,  and  of  govern- 
mental authority. 

It  is  not  at  all  unlikely,  nay,  it  may  be 
asserted,  that  there  is  an  omnipresent, 
if  not  a  necessary  ingredient  of  universal 
society,  which  implies  abuse,  which  ex- 


hibits injustice,  which  shows  erroneous 
tradition,  and  the  continuance  of  unfair 
and  unrighteous  proscription;  but  the 
revolution  of  force  has  often  created  and 
perpetuated  evils  of  magnitude,  greater 
than  those  which  stimulated  the  original 
revolt. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for  much  of 
the  inefficacy  of  rebellion  and  revolu- 
tion, and  in  regard  to  which  we  say  they 
failed,  is  the  fact  of  their  utter  material- 
ism; that  the  aim  has  been  too  clearly 
for  an  extension  of  sensual,  social,  or 
financial  good,  rather  than  of  mental, 
moral  or  spiritual  liberty  and  growth. 
In  the  neglect  of  these,  in  the  ignor- 
ing of  one-half— and  that  the  better 
one — of  human  need  and  organization, 
the  mightiest  forces  which  minister  to 
success  and  triumph  in  a  progressive 
direction  have  been  often  overlooked. 
When  in  the  French  revolution  they 
ignored  this  force,  and  blasphemously 
enthroned  the  representative  of  Reason, 
and  thus  by  implication  dethroned  the 
Deity — the  creator  and  corrector  of 
reason— they  bartered  for  a  cold  stone 
the  living  bread,  which,  when  eaten,  is 
the  only  sustenance  of  robust  national 
or  individual  life. 

When  Luther,  "the  morning  star  of  the 
Reformation,"  threw  down  the  gauntlet 
to  the  Papacy,  no  common  bread  and 
dinner  was  the  prize  for  which  he  fought; 
when  Cromwell  had  his  ironsides  against 
the  cavaliers  of  an  infatuated  king,  no 
every  day  privilege  to  work  and  eat 
gave  inspiration  to  his  God  fearing  host; 
when  the  patriot  fathers  of  our  own 
land  did  battle  with  the  autocrats  of  the 
mother  country,  it  was  not  alone,  that 
"taxation  without  representation  was 
tyranny."  That  wholesome  yet  material 
maxim  was  glorified  by  the  spiritual 
perception  and  claim  for  religious  lib- 
erty, and  the  overthrow  of  every  barrier 
— save  the  one  of  personal  obligation 
and  right — between  man  and  his  maker, 
God.  And  these  latter  revolutionary 
efforts  were  successful,  faith  in  God, 
trust  in  His  assistance,  full  satisfaction 
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that  their  labor  and  sacrifice  were  in  the 
cause  of  right,  nerved  them  and  made 
of  their  resistance  to  tyranny  and  op- 
pression the  most  brilliant  pages  of 
human  history. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that 
while  there  is  an  ostensible  honoring  of 
the  martyrs,  patriots  and  fathers,  who 
thus  conquored  by  faith,  there  is  a  grow- 
ing disposition  to  eliminate  from  the 
popular  mind,  even  the  bare  suggestion 
that  further  substantial  aid  may  ever  be 
expected  from  the  same  almighty  source. 
It  was  but  lately  seriously  mooted  in 
the  French  Assembly  to  obliterate  from 
every  text  book  in  her  schools  the 
name  of  Deity;  in  these  United  States, 
the  text  book  of  Divine  interference  in 
human  affairs,  which  has  come  down  the 
ages  laden  with  testimony  as  to  the  over- 
ruling hand  of  God,  and  His  abiding 
interest  in  His  children,  is  to  be  excluded 
— where  not  already  done — from  our 
public  schools. 

In  Utah,  where  can  be  found  in  active 
exercise  this  same  potent  element  of 
faith,  which  gave  so  much  glory  to  many 
historic  epochs,  the  spirit  of  irreverence 
is  exhibited  in  all  its  bitter  intensity 
by  the  enemies  of  her  people.  The 
influence  thereof,  meeting  a  tendency 
already  turning  in  that  direction  through- 
out the  several  States,  even  to  the 
heads  of  departments  and  the  gov- 
ernment itself,  is  now  giving  evidence  of 
the  hypocrisy  and  hollowness  of  Chris- 
tian pretensions,  and  indicates  how  fully 
the  nation  has  drifted  from  its  original 
anchorage,  and  how  far  scepticism  and 
irreligion  have  surcharged  the  national 
heart. 

For  men  now  to  vindicate  in  life  the 
authority  of  the  higher  law;  to  assert 
the  imminence  of  inpiration  and  conse- 
quent revelation;  to  claim  the  regnant 
rule  of  individual  conscience;  to  be 
willing  and  submissive  mid  contumely 
and  reproach;  to  be  the  subjects  of  pains, 
penalties  and  imprisonment;  to  welcome 
sacrifice,  and  patiently  endure  rather 
than  deny,  apologise  or  recant,  is  to 
meet  with  sneers,  ridicule  and  contempt; 
and  to  display  quietly  the  qualities  con- 
sidered   heroic,    brave    and    honorable 


in  the  fathers,  is  to-day  held  to  be  insub- 
ordination, unpatriotic  and  treasonable. 
Ministers  of  religion,  believers  in  the 
Bible,  teachers  of  the  people  on  the 
Sabbath  day  laud  a  Moses,  a  Daniel,  a 
Paul;  they  dwell  upon  the  grandeur  of 
character  and  suffering  for  conscience 
sake  endured  by  ancient  worthies, 
prophets,  men  of  God,  and  believers  in 
Christianity;  but  no  word  of  sympathy, 
no  hand  of  aid  or  friendship,  no  syllable 
of  encouragement,  no  whisper  of  the 
bravery  and  fortitude  of  the  Mormon 
Elder  goes  out  of  the  unhallowed  lips  of 
those  "who  preach  for  hire  and  divine 
for  money." 

These  men  of  Utah — Latter-day  Saints 
— are  treading  alone  the  wine  press  of 
popular  indignation,  of  legislative  as- 
sumption, of  judicial  mission  work,  of 
official  irritation,  malice  and  vindictive- 
ness,  such  as  finds  no  parallel  in  history 
save  in  the  archives  of  the  Inquisition. 
In  the  old  Scriptures,  the  counsel  in  this 
matter  of  life  ran:  "In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  God,  and  He  will  direct 
thy  paths,"  in  the  matter  of  reproof 
given  to  the  ancient  people  through  the 
prophet,  the  charge  was  "that  God  was 
not  in  all  their  thoughts,"  and  this  crime 
met  with  the  full  penalty  of  violated 
law. 

In  the  revelations  given  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saints,  it  is  emphatically  declared 
that  "with  none  is  He  displeased, 
save  with  those  who  fail  to  acknowledge 
His  hand  in  all  things."  So  from  the 
comments  and  curses  of  men,  every 
devoted  man  and  woman,  will  turn  to 
the  best  examples,  to  the  exemplars  of 
faith  and  trust,  whom  to  quote  would  be 
to  simply  recapitulate  the  whole  theory, 
suggestion,  practice  and  life  of  "the 
men  of  "renown"'  who,  by  the  "crooked 
and  perverse  generations"  of  the  past, 
were  everywhere  spoken  against,  perse- 
cuted, hunted,  crucified  and  slain. 

Yet  from  this  land,  from  the  assumed 
superior  scions  of  liberty,  we,  the  Latter- 
day  Sainis,  had  hoped  for  better  things. 
Even  with  prophecy  staring  us  in  the 
face,  with  the  assurance  that  opposition 
and  persecution  should  extend  from  the 
village  to  the  town,  from  the  town  to  the 
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county,  from  the  county  to  the  state,  and 
from  the  state  to  the  United  States,  and 
from  thence  to  all  nations,  we  had  some 
faith  that  religious  tolerance,  that  social 
experiment,  that  gospel  liberty,  that  faith 
in  God,  that  revelation  from  Him,  that 
obedience  to  His  commandment  would 
never  be  construed  as  crime,  and  subject 
otherwise  good,  honorable,  honest, 
virtuous  citizens  to  association  with 
criminals,  to  the  rigors  of  the  prison  cell, 
to  excessive  fine,  to  the  extinction  of 
political  privilege  and  denial  of  inherited 
and  acquired  constitutional  right.  We 
were  unwilling  to  believe  that  religious 
vindictiveness  could  influence  "the 
powers  that  be,"  that  they  could  manip- 
ulate the  framers  of  law  and  the 
executive  of  our  country;  that  courts 
and    officers   could   conspire   to    insult, 


abuse,  afflict,  rob  and  destroy  the  homes, 
families,  means,  of  so  reputable  a  people 
as  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

But  it  "has  come  to  pass,"  and  no 
more  enthusiastic  workers  are  there  to 
be  found  in  proving  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  Prophet  of  God,  than  these  self- 
same opponents  and  crusaders  against 
the  institutions  he  founded  and  the  com- 
munity they  gathered  together. 

The  Saints  acknowledge  the  hand  ot 
God  in  all  things,  He  is  at  the  helm,  He 
will  work  in  His  own  way  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  His  own  designs,  and 
the  world  will  yet  realize  as  well  as  the 
Saints,  that  "there  is  and  has  been  a  God 
in  Israel."  H.  W.  Naisbitt. 


A  little  of  everything  is  nothing  to  tta 
main. 


CHARLES    STEWART    PARNELL. 


The  government  of  Great  Britain  is 
struggling  with  a  problem  that  taxes  the 
strength  of  her  greatest  statesmen  to 
the  extreme.  Not  within  the  past  twen- 
ty-five years  has  a  more  critical  situation 
occurred  to  her,  one  so  full  of  grave 
issues,  so  revolutionary  in  fact.  Ireland 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  from  the 
memorable  battle  of  the  Boyne,when  she 
lost  her  independence,  has  been  a  "thorn 
in  the  side"  of  England,  and  it  can  not 
be  denied  by  one  who  reviews  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  affairs  of  the  "green 
isle"  have  been  administered  by  "cross- 
channel"  authority  that  its  mercurial 
people  have  had  solid  reasons  often  for 
their  tendency  to  sedition,  revolt  and 
insubordination.  England  has  govern- 
ed her  sister  island  with  a  strong  hand 
— from  necessity  we  are  told,  and  rebel- 
lious expressions  that  assumed  a  dan- 
gerous character  have  been  heretofore 
easily  suppressed  by  the  bayonet,  but  in 
later  years  the  spirit  of  Irish  freedom 
has  assumed  a  new  phase.  It  has  as- 
sailed the  lion  in  her  stronghold!  It 
has  gradually  acquired  strength  in  the 
field  of  parliamentary  discussion,  and 
to-day  it  looms  up   before   the   English 


aristocrat  and  land-owner  as  a  fateful 
Nemesis,  o'er  shadowing  all  other  na- 
tional interests. 

The  man  who  has  been  most  promi- 
nent in  the  struggle,  whose  patient  un- 
wearying activity  has  been  most  influen- 
tial in  bringing  about  the  present  crisis 
in  British  affairs  is  Charles  Stewart 
Parnell.  We  look  into  his  face,  vainly, 
for  intimations  of  a  bloodthirsty  tempera- 
ment, or  of  a  natural  bias  to  malice. 
There  is  nothing  of  the  rough  or  desper- 
ado about  him — but  he  looks  the  quiet, 
orderly,  courteous  gentleman.  His  broad 
head  possesses  energy,  his  elevated 
crown  shows  determination  and  self-re- 
liance. He  certainly  has  a  good  degree 
of  ambition  and  courage,  but  we  should 
expect  him  to  act  in  a  sober  even  manner, 
rarely  impetuously,  by  no  means  intem- 
perately.  His  head  shows  the  kind  ol 
intellect  that  appreciates  facts, is  compe- 
tent to  analyze  them  and  to  work  out 
their  effect  in  different  combinations. 
Hence  his  judgment  should  be  gener- 
ally clear  and  sound,  and  win  favor 
among  those  who  know  him.  With 
such  a  chin,  such  eyes  and  nose — speak- 
ing physiognomically — he  should  be  a 
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self-possessed,  steady-going,  hospitable, 
generous  man,  and  one  more  likely  to 
overreach  his  purpose.or  mistake  through 
his  sympathies  than  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Parnell  was  born  in  1846  at  Avon- 
dale,  Wicklow  County,  Ireland.      He  is 
descended  from  an  old  English  family 
that  crossed  over  to  Ireland  years  ago. 
He  was  sent  to  various  private   schools 
in  his  youth,  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion  at  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge. 
On  being  graduated  there,  he  took  an 
extended  breathing  spell  in  the  United 
States,  and  on  returning   home  stepped 
to  the  front  in  his  own  neighborhood  as 
a   man   of  education,  intelligence    and 
spirit  would  be  expected  to,  and  in  1874 
was  appointed  High  Sheriff  of  his  coun- 
ty.    In  the  same  year  he  made  his  first 
attempt  to  enter  the  arena  of  politics, 
and  the  next  year  he  was  successful  in 
being  elected  a  representative   for  the 
county  of  Meath;  taking  his  seat  in  the 
Halls  of  Westminister  London.    He  was 
modest  and  quiet  at  first  as  beseemed  a 
young  member  and  a  novice  who  wanted 
to  look  before  he  leaped.     But  in  1876 
he  took  part   with  great  earnestness  in 
some  stubborn  contests  with  the  govern- 
ment over  measures   distasteful  to  the 
Irish  representatives. 

He  became  soon  a  leader  of  the  "ob- 
structionists," and  of  the  Irish  or  Home 
Rule  Party.  He  was  the  organizer  of 
the  Land  League  and  its  first  president. 
All  projects  having  for  their  object  the 
alleviation  of  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
people  in  connection  with  their  rights  of 
property  have  found  Mr.  Parnell  a  zeal- 
ous co-operator.  He  organized  the 
National  Irish  Land  League  in  1879.  Its 
objects  were — a  reduction  of  rents,  and 


refusal  to  pay  if  such  a  reduction  were 
refused;  and  finally,  an  entire  change  in 
the  land  laws,  peasant  proprietors  to  be 
substituted  for  the  landlord,  or  in  other 
words  "to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  the 
ownership  of  the  soil  by  the  occupiers." 
This  organization  has  greatly  promoted 
the  growth  of  the  Home  Rule  Interest. 

In  December  of  the  same  year,  Mr. 
Parnell  came  to  this  country  in  order  to 
raise  money  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
Ireland,  prostrated  with  famine,  and  for 
the  help  of  the  new  organization.  He 
lectured  in  every  large  town  in  America, 
before  several  State  Legislatures,  and 
was  permitted  to  address  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Washington,  a  priv- 
ilege accorded  but  rarely. 

Returning  to  Great  Britain,  he  was 
elected  for  three  constituences  in  Ire- 
land. At  the  reorganization  of  the  Irish 
party  he  was  chosen  leader,  and  imme- 
diately set  to  work  with  a  fervid  zeal 
that  has  produced  the  bitter  fruits  now 
so  distasteful  to  the  controlling  party  at 
the  seat  of  government.  Of  course 
efforts  have  not  been  wanting  to  sup- 
press Mr.  Parnell,  but  tempting  offers 
and  menaces  have  been  alike  in  vain. 
Pretext  was  found  for  his  arrest  and 
confinement  in  Kilmainham  Gaol,  in 
the  fall  of  i83r,  where  he  was  kept  for 
six  months,  and  when  released  it  was  to 
find  his  cause  the  stronger.  To-day 
his  party  in  Westminster  Hall  holds 
the  "balance  of  power"  and  we  have 
the  spectacle  of  the  two  great  British 
political  parties — the  Liberals  and  the 
Tories  entreating  "despised"  Irishmen 
for  their  support.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
in  the  present  struggle  Ireland  will  ob- 
tain justice. 
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God  knows  I'm  no  the  thing  I  should  be, 
Nor  am  I  even  the  thing  I  could  be, 
But  twenty  times,  I  rather  would  be 

An  atheist  clean, 
Than  under  gospel  colors  hid  be 

Just  for  a  screen.  — Burns. 

A  wet  drizzling  day,  with  mud  and 


slush  under  feet.     The  Elders  arrived  at 

the   Y schoolhouse   at   night-fall   to 

find  the  door  locked  and  no  one  there. 
The  day  previous  they  had  made  an  ap- 
pointment to  preach  the  following  eve- 
ning, the  weather  being  favorable.  But 
not   knowing  what  some  people  might 
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consider  unfavorable  weather,  they  de- 
termined to  be  on  hand, so  as  not  to 
disappoint  any  that  might  come. 

So  here  they  were,  in  a  strange,  and,  as 
they  had  lately  learned,  a  very  prejudiced 
neighborhood,  the  fog  and  darkness  con- 
spiring with  the  miserable  weather  and 
the  ever- ready  thoughts  of  happy  home 
to  cast  over  their  spirits  a  pall  of  that 
colored  melancholy,  the  "blues."  Not 
a  sound  could  be  heard  as  they  leaned 
back  under  the  eaves,  each  engaged 
with  his  own  thoughts.  No  light  could 
be  seen,  for  it  was  one  of  those  wild, 
sparsely  settled  districts  of  the  Alleghan- 
ies  where  the  log  schoolhouse  is  fre- 
quently located  in  a  lonely  copse  equi- 
distant from  remote  plantations,  which 
are  approachable  only  by  bridle-paths. 

Elder  N,  at  length  broke  the  silence: 
"Well,  Brother  C,  it  is  evident  that  we 
shall  have  no  one  to  preach  to  to-night, 
and  as  it  is  hardly  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  try  and  pass  the  night  here,  I  pro- 
pose that  we  seek  lodgings.  About  two 
hundred  yards  south  lives  a  Mr.  S. 
who,  I  am  informed  belongs  to  the 
church.     Suppose  we  call  on  him. 

Elder  C.  smiled  as  reference  was 
made  to  the  "church,"  but  assented  to 
the  plan  and  led  the  way.  The  door 
was  opened  by  an  elderly  lady,  evidently 
the  mother-in-law,  as  a  younger  woman 
with  a  child  in  her  arms  seemed  mistress 
of  the  house.  The  atmosphere  fell 
many  degrees  below  zero  as  soon  as 
as  they  perceived  who  their  visitors 
were.  The  Elders  were  coolly  pointed 
to  chairs,  "if  they  desired  to  sit  down," 
and  Mrs.  S.,  divining  the  object  of 
their  visit,  went  out  to  confer  with  her 
lord  and  master,  who  was  chopping 
wood.  Inwardly  wishing  themselves 
back  under  the  eaves  of  the  old  school- 
house,  they  had  hardly  time  to  devise  a 
convenient  excuse  for  their  intrusion, 
when  their  hostess  (not  to  be)  returned. 
Seeing  no  way  out  of  the  dilemma,  they 
concluded  to  face  the  music,  and  Elder 
N.  began:  "Well  Mrs.  S„  I  suppose  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  you  we  are 
Mormon  Elders,  and  that  we  are  some- 
what disappointed  in  not  holding  a 
meeting  as  announced,  partly  because  it 


leaves  us  without  a  place  to  stay.  We 
concluded,  therefore,  to  call  upon  you, 
and  if  you  are  prepared  to  accommodate 
— "Ye  can'tstay  here, "broke  in  this  virago 
of  sectism. 

"All  right,  madam,  no  harm  done  I 
hope.  We  would  certainly  prefer  stay- 
ing out,  even  such  a  night  as  this,  to  re- 
main in  a  house  where  we  are  not  wel- 
come.   We  bid  you  good  evening." 

As  they  were  passing  Mr.  S.  re- 
marked in  that  hypocritical  tone  as  un- 
natural as  it  is  despicable:  "I  am  sorry 
gentlemen  that  I  cannot  keep  you,  but 
we  are  not  prepared  to  keep  strangers." 
It  may  be  remarked  in  passing,  that  this 
brief  apology  "contains  two  falseh@ods, 
as  the  Elders  learned  later. 

Up  a  dark  hollow  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
to  the  east,  lives  a  notorious  infidel  Geo. 
S.V.  byname.  The  Elders  had  many 
times  heard  of  him.  He  had  been 
painted  as  little  less  than  a  fiend  incar- 
nate, by  many  of  his  pious  neighbors. 
Had  it  been  day,  the  missionaries  would 
hardly  have  placed  themselves  where  he 
would  have  the  opportunity  and  satis- 
faction of  sending  them  from  his  door 
with  curses,  but  there  was  clearly  no 
help  for  it;  they  must  venture. 

The  gentleman  had  just  returned  from 
an  extended  horse-back  trip,  and  was 
lying  before  the  fire  with  severe  neural- 
gic pains  in  his  head  and  face.  He 
was  quietly  dozing  when  the  Elders 
entered,  and,  upon  being  awakened  by 
a  member  of  the  family,  apologized  for 
having  slept,  not  being  aware  of  the 
presence  of  company.  Elder  N.  ex- 
plained the  circumstances.  "You  can 
stay  over  night,"  said  he,  ere  the  request 
had  been  made. 

Here  then  is  a  contrast.  Turned  out 
by  a  professing  Christian,  the  servants 
of  God  were  entertained  by  a  rank  in- 
fidel. The  one  bears  the  name  of  Christ, 
the  other  is  actuatad  by  the  chiefest  of 
Christian  virtues — charity.  The  latter, 
while  repudiating  the  first,  practically 
approaches  obedience  to  the  second  of 
the  two  great  commandments;  but  the 
former  obeys  neither,  since  it  is  impos- 
sible to  love  God  truly,  without  having 
love  and  charity  for   mankind.     In  his 
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pretensions  to  piety,  therefore,  he  adds 
hypocrisy  to  a  mockery  of  the  Gospel, 
and  proclaims  himself,  "a  sounding  brass 
and  a  tinkling  cymbal."  (I  Cor.,  xiii:  i.) 
In  his  views  of  the  hereafter,  he  is  just 
as  uncharitable;  for  while  he  is  confident 
that  his  own  mansion  is  already  pre- 
pared in  the  eternal  realms  of  bliss,  his 
unbelieving  brother  he  would  consign 
into  never  ending  hell-fire,  with  no  hope 
of  redemption  through  all  ages  of 
eternity,  and  his  shallow  soul  gloats 
with  satisfaction  at  the  horrible  con- 
templation. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  matter-of-fact 
infidel  disbelieving  in  a  future  existence 
uses  the  very  logic  of  his  pious  brother 
to  point  out  the  inconsistences  of  reli- 
gion, and  declares  that  heaven  is  but  a 
mirage  to  lure  the  fancy,  and  hell  but  a 
whip  to  lash  the  fears  of  weak  minded 
persons,  whose  reason  is  subordinated 
to  a  vivid  imagination.  At  any  rate,  he 
adds,  if  there  be  a  heaven,  and  the  same 
laws  of  justice  obtain  there  as  here, 
he  is  quite  willing  to  take  his  chances 
with  any  canting  hypocrite  whose  sole 
claims  to  salvation  are  loud  professions, 
psalm  singing,  and  long  prayers.  Nor 
was  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  V.  the  only 
evidence  of  a  charitable  feeling,  he  was 
quite  as  liberal  in  his  views  on  the  free- 
dom of  religion. 

"I  never  take  sides  with  any  sect  in 
religion,  but  just  stand  at  a  safe  distance 
and  see  them  fight  it  out,"  said  he,  re- 
ferring to  the  jangling  and  contention  in 
sectarianism. 

He  asked  a  great  many  questions  con- 
cerning the  religion  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  which  the  Elders  answered  to 
his  apparent  satisfaction. 

"This  is  the  most  curious  feature 
about  religion.  Now,  gentlemen,"  said 
he,  "you  will  pardon  me  for  speaking 
plainly.  A  Methodist  minister  comes 
into  the  neighborhood,  and  preaches  a 
very  nice  sermon;  a  great  many  people 
swallow  it  all  down,  and  become 
Methodists.  He  is  a  good  man,  and,  of 
course,  we  have  to  believe  what  he  says. 
A  great  many,  as  I  said,  take  up  with 
him,  and  are  prejudiced  against  all 
others.     Now,  I  never  was  so  narrow  as 


that;  I  went  to  hear  them  all.  Next 
came  a  Presbyterian,  a  man  whom  I 
knew  to  be  honest.  He  also  made  a 
nice  little  sermon,  but  riddled  many 
things  which  his  Methodist  brother  had 
said.  Of  course,  he  must  be  believed, 
for  he  preached  from  the  Bible.  Many 
did  believe  him,  but  I  didn't  quite. 
Pretty  soon  a  Dunker  preacher  came 
along;  he  claimed  that  all  others  were 
wrong,  and  proved  it  out  of  the  Bible, 
too,  at  least  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  great 
many.  And  so  my  neighbors  are  split 
up.  Now,  all  these  ministers  were,  I 
believe,  honest  and  sincere,  and  one  was 
as  worthy  of  belief  as  another.  Most  of 
my  neighbors  joined  themselves  to  some 
creed,  but  I  didn't  and  I  can't.  No  sensi- 
ble man  can  believe  all  that  they  say, 
and  if  he  follows  what  one  says,  he  is 
accepting  an  opinion  no  better  than  his 
own.  I  prefer  to  use  my  own  'thinker.' 
Besides,  I  notice  that,  as  a  rule,  those 
that  take  up  with  the  different  sects,  are 
ignorant  and  illiterate.  Then  there  are 
so  many  petty  quarrels  and  strifes, 
which  would  never  occur,  were  it  not  for 
creeds.  These  4  things,  long  ago,  dis- 
gusted me  with  religion,  and  did  more 
than  anything  else  to  drive  me  into 
infidelity." 

"It  is  hardly  surprising  that  you  take 
your  present  stand,"  replied  Elder  N. 
"Thousands,  I  believe,  are  honestly 
driven  into  infidelity,  every  year,  by  the 
very  circumstances  you  mention.  Still, 
I  cannot  justify  any  man  for  becoming 
an  infidel,  because  he  runs  across  bogus 
religions.  My  friend,  what  would  be 
your  conclusion,  if,  in  your  business 
transactions, you  should  come  in  posses- 
sion of,  say  half  a  dozen  ten  dollar  bills, 
which,  upon  close  examination  you 
found  to  differ  somewhat  in  detail,  and 
which,  upon  presentation  at  the  bank, 
were  all  declared  counterfeit  would 
you  conclude  at  once  that  there  was  no 
genuine  ten   dollar  bill   in   existence?" 

Our  infidel  reflected  a  moment,  then 
answered:  "No,  such  a  conclusion 
would  be  contrary  to  sound  reason;  for 
if  there  were  originally  no  true  bill, which 
people  had  faith  in,  what  would  be  the 
object  of  a  counterfeit?" 
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"Exactly  so,"  returned  Elder  N.  "It 
is  just  the  same  with  religion.  That 
there  are  many  counterfeits  to  true 
religion  is  evident,  if  we  take  only  one 
of  our  Savior's  tests:  'Except  ye  are 
one,  ye  are  nune  of  mine.'  Therefore,  I 
take  it  to  be  'contrary  to  sound  reason' 
to  become  an  infidel  simply  because  one 
meets  with  a  great  many  bogus  re- 
ligions.' " 

"Y-e-s,"  said  the  disbeliever  slowly, 
"that's  true,  unless  (brightening  up)  the 
original  was  a  myth." 

"But,  Mr.  V.,  do  you  think  it  ac- 
cording to  sound  reason  that  a  bogus 
coin  would  be  counterfeited?  Neither 
is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  such  a  thing 
about  religion?  I  dare  say  you  have 
never  made  a  critical  examination  of  the 
Gospel  which  Christ  taught;  in  which 
case,  you  have  no  right  to  condemn  it, 
unless  you  would  argue  that  it  is 
rational  to  condemn  a  thing  before  you 
hear  it." 

"Well,  what  do  you  think  of  the 
Catholic  religion?" 

"I  regard  it  as  a  bad  counterfeit  of 
Christ's  church." 

"What  about  the  Protestant?" 

"It  is  a  little  better  counterfeit." 

"Well,  what  do  you  regard  as  the  true 
church?" 

"Nothing  short  of  the  Apostolic 
church,  with  its  complete  organization, 
viz:  Apostles,  Prophets,  High  Priests, 
Elders,  Priests,  Teachers,  Deacons,  etc.; 
its  pure  doctrines  as  taught  by  Christ 
and  the  Apostles,  viz:  Faith,  repent- 
ance, baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  the  laying  on  of  hands 
for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with 
the  gifts  and  blessings  following  the 
believer,  viz:  Wisdom,  knowledge,  faith, 
the  gifts  of  prophecy,  healing,  tongues, 
etc.,  can  constitute  the  true  Church 
and  Kingdom  of  God.  In  this  there  is 
salvation,  and  in  none  other." 

"In  a  word,  you  believe  in  an  inspired 
Church?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

"But  if  I  mistake  not,  the  vast  majority 
of  Christian  ministers  of  to-day  repudi- 
ate the  idea  of  inspiration." 

"You  are  quite  right;  if  they  did  not, 


all  their  creeds  would  at  once  fall  to  the 
ground.  If  they  did  not  blind  the 
people  to  the  belief  that  the  heavens 
will  never  again  speak,  the  Bible  would 
flatly  condemn  their  pretensions.  The 
true  Church  of  Christ  ceased  when  in- 
spiration ceased,  and  that  was  in  the 
second  or  third  century.  It  has  been 
restored  to  the  earth  in  these  last  days, 
in  the  only  way  it  could  be.  by 
direct  revelation  from  heaven,  and  this 
is  what  we  are  out  to  teach  mankind." 

Polygamy  came  in  for  its  share  of  dis- 
cussion, with  many  other  principles  of 
the  Gospel,  in  all  of  which  Mr.  V. 
manifested  a  willingness  to  concede  a 
point  when  it  appeared  reasonable. 

"Gentlemen,"  said  he  at  the  breakfast 
table,  "I  do  not  wish  to  be  unduly  in- 
quisitive, but  how  have  you  been 
treated  by  my  Christian  friends?  Of 
course,"  he  added  ironically,  "they 
would  not  turn  you  out,  or  refuse  you 
night's  lodgings." 

Elder  C.  enlightened  him, to  his  secret 
satisfaction. 

"Well,  gentlemen,"  he  concluded,  "if 
ever  you  come  around  again  in  this 
neighborhood,  don't  sleep  out." 

Whether  Elder  N's  discussion  with 
him  on  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  will 
weaken  his  infidelic  notions  or  not  this 
much  is  certain,  he  will  be  rewarded  for 
his  hospitality  and  held  accountable  for 
the  testimony  borne  to  him  of  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel.  N.  L.  Nelson. 


Talent  is  some  one  faculty  unusually 
developed;  genius  commands  the  ex- 
ercise of  many  faculties  at  a  high  ten- 
sion. 

Duty.be  it  in  a  small  matter  or  a  great, 
is  duty  still,  the  command  of  Heaven.  It 
is  only  they  who  are  faithful  in  a  few 
things  who  will  be  faithful  over  many 
things;  only  they  who  do  their  duty  in 
every-day  and  trivial  matters  who  will 
fulfill  them  on  great  occasions.  We  all 
admire  and  honor  the  heroes  of  Alma 
and  Balaclava,  we  all  trust  that  we 
should  have  done  our  duty  also  in  their 
place.  The  best  test  of  that  is — Can  we 
do  our  duty  in  our  own  place? 
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USE  OF  THE  ARMY. 
The  following  legal  address,  showing 
the  unwarranted  employment  of  troops 
by  the  anti-Mormon  crusaders,  has  been 
extensively  read  and  commented  upon. 
We  take  pleasure  in  reproducing  it,  as  it 
is  from  the  talented  pen  of  one  of  the 
representative  young  men  of  Zion. — Ed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury: 

You  have  been  sworn  to  a  faithful  per- 
formance of  your  duties.  You  have 
been  instructed  by  His  Honor  to  inquire 
into  violations  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  not  only,  gentlemen,  crimes 
committed  against  the  Edmunds  act, 
which  will,  however,  engage  your  atten- 
tion very  largely,  but  offenses  against 
every  provision  of  the  statutes  of  our 
great  republic. 

Circumstances  may  have  justified  the 
common  impression  that  there  is  to  be 
one  class  of  criminals  in  this  country,and 
that  class  Mormons;  and  but  one  law  of 
the  United  States  that  may  be  violated, 
and  that  law  the  Edmunds  Act;  but 
such  an  impression,  being  based  upon 
the  assumption  that  the  law  has  its  es- 
pecial objects  of  hatred  and  preference 
and  is  therefore  unequal,  is  not  enter- 
tained by  you.  It  is  not  true,  then,  that 
you  indict  Mormons  alone:  that  you  are 
instruments  of  persecution. 

Gentlemen,  as  citizens  of  this  republic; 
and  representatives  of  its  majority  and 
its  better  elements,  and  as  members  of 
that  important  body  to  whom  we  have 
all  learned  to  look  that  its  laws  may  be 
vindicated,  and  the  principles  of  freedom 
and  good  government  perpetuated,  you 
would  scorn  to  fail  in  the  performance 
of  your  sworn  duty.    It  is,  therefore.with 


assurance  that  I  presume  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  recent  serious  infraction 
of  United  States  statute  law,  and  one 
which,  if  unchecked  by  you,  may  be  the 
precursor  of  similar  wrongs. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  directed 
to  Section  15,  Chapter  263,  of  the  suple- 
ment  to  the  Revised  Statutes.  There 
you  will  find  an  act,  passed  June  18,187s, 
which  provides  that: 

"From  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  any 
part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  as 
a  posse  comitalus,  or  otherwise,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  the  laws,  except 
in  such  cases  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  such  employment  of  said  force 
may  be  expressly  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution or  by  act  of  Congress.  *  *  * 
And  any  person  wilfully  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  on 
conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  $10,000  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by 
both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  will  with  your 
indulgence;  briefly  but  exhaustively 
search  for  the  express  authorizations  of 
the  use  of  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  by 
the  Constitution  or  acts  of  Congress. 
Clause  13  of  section  8  of  article  1  of  the 
Constitution  provides  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  "to  make  rules  for 
the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces."  This  provides 
simply  that  Congress  may  make  rules. 
We  must,  therefore,  look  to  Congres- 
sional action  under  this  provision  for 
the  express  authority.  We  will  recur  to 
this  point  later.  The  next  provision 
having  even  a  remote  bearing,  is  found 
in  Part  1,  Section  2,  of  the  second  Article: 
"The  President  shall  be  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States."  The  President  may  only  exer- 
cise such  authority  as  Congress  may 
vest  in  him,  since  it  is  to  Congress  that 
the  power  of  making  rules  for  the  army 
is  delegated.  Therefore,  we  are  again 
relegated  to  the  Statutes,  to  determine, 
in  this  instance,  Executive  power  over 
the  army. 

To  continue  our  search  through  the 
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Constitution:  We  find'Section  4,  Article 
4,  providing,  that  "the  United  States 
shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against 
invasion,  and  on  application  of  the  Leg- 
islature or  of  the  Executive  (when  the 
Legislature  cannot  be  convened), against 
domestic  violence." 

This  provision  either  refers  or  does 
not  refer  to  a  Territory.  If  it  does  so 
refer,  then,  in  order  that  any  part  of  the 
army  might  be  moved  to  suppress  do- 
mestic violence,  the  application  of  the 
Legislature,  if  in  session,  must  be  made 
to  the  President.  If  it  does  not  so  refer, 
then  it  certainly  is  not  an  express 
authority  to  use  the  army  in  a  Territory. 
These  are  all  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  gentlemen,  you  can  find 
that  have  any  bearing,  however  remote, 
on  the  civil  employment  of  the  army. 

The  acts  of  Congress  next  meet  our 
attention.  Attorney-General  Devens, 
16  Opinions  Attorney-General,  162,  re- 
ferring to  the  law  quoted  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  letter,  that  of  June,  1878, 
and  after  stating  that  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  government  to  permit 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States 
to  be  used  in  subordination  to  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  United  States,  when  it  was 
deemed  necessary,  that  he  should  have 
their  aid  in  order  to  the  enforcement  of 
his  process,  expresses  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  there  is  found,  however,  no  express 
authority  by  which  the  Marshal  may 
summon  any  military  authority  of  the 
United  States  as  a  posse  comitatus;  and 
furthermore,  that,  "In  this  state  of  legis- 
lation, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Marshal 
cannot  be  aided  by  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  as  a  posse  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  process  upon  the  state  of 
facts  as  it  now  appears. 

This  state  of  facts  (violent  resistance 
to  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws), 
will,  however,  enable  the  force  to  be 
used  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  if 
the  President  shall  deem  proper  to  take 
certain  additional  steps,  and  if  resistance 
to  the  laws  shall  continue  thereafter." 

The  authority  for  these  conclusions  of 
the  Attorney-General,  he  states  he   de- 


rives from  Sections  5,29s  and  5,230,  Re- 
vised Statutes. 

The  first  provides  that  the  President 
may  call  out  the  militia  or  regular  forces, 
when,  in  his  judgment,  it  shall  become 
impracticable,by  reason  of  obstructions, 
combinations,  assemblages  or  persons, 
or  rebellion,  to  enforce,  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  within  any  State  or 
Territory.  The  second  provides  that 
whenever  the  President  may  so  decide 
to  employ  military  force,  he  shall  forth- 
with command  the  insurgents  to  dis- 
perse and  retire  peaceably  to  their 
abodes,  within  a  limited  time. 

This,  then,  is  the  decision  of  the  At- 
torney General,  that  under  the  existing 
laws  the  United  States  marshal  cannot 
use  the  military  as  a  posse;  that  the 
President  may  order  it  out,  in  his  discre- 
tion, after  commanding,  by  proclama- 
tion, the  law-breakers  to  disperse. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary 
to  state  that  the  recent  violation  of  law 
to  which  I  refer,  was  the  unwarranted 
use  of  the  militia  as  a  posse  comitatus,  or 
otherwise,  by  Marshal  Ireland  in  the 
arrest  of  George  Q.  Cannon. 

But  we  must  not  stop  before  making 
a  thorough  examination  of  existing  Con- 
gressional laws,  Section  1,642  provides 
for  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  by  the 
President  to  suppress  rebellion,  and  is 
therefore  inapplicable  to  the  case  in 
hand.  Section  5,297  provides  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  navy  and  militia  in 
suppressing  insurrection,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
or  its  governor,  if  it  is  impossible  to 
convene  the  Legislature.  Section  5,298 
has  been  quoted,  Section  5,299  provides 
for  the  use  of  the  military  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
civil  rights  act.  Sections  1.9S4, 1985  and 
1,989  provide  that  the  persons  called 
upon  to  execute  the  process  of  the 
United  States  Courts,  or  their  commis- 
sioners, in  the  enforcement  of  the  civil 
rights  act,  may  call  to  their  aid  the  land 
or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  militia;  also  vesting  the  President 
with  power  to  employ  the  military 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act.    Section 
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2,150  authorizes  the  use  of  the  army 
under  such  regulations  as  the  President 
may  direct,  in  the  apprehension  of  per- 
sons, unlawfully  abiding  in  Indian 
country;  in  the  examination  of  stores, etc., 
when  authorized  by  law;in  preventing  in- 
troduction of  persons  and  property  into 
Indian  country;  in  destroying  distilleries 
set  up  in  Indian  country.  Section  2,052 
to  arrest.  Indian  Criminals. 

Now,  gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury,  I 
have  carefully  brought  to  your  attention 
every  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  laws 
which  have  a  bearing  upon  the  use  of 
the  military  in  a  civil  capacity.  We  have 
found  no  enactment  that  gives  color  to 
the  legality  of  the  recent  highhanded 
action  of  the  military  authorities  of  Fort 
Douglas,  and  of  the  United  States  Mar- 
shal, in  using  troops  to  assist  in  execut- 
ing the  process  of  the  District  Court. 
The  law  of  1878  is  unambiguous;  it  does 
not  admit  of  the  objection  that  only 
States  are  included  within  its  provisions; 
it  provides  that  "it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
employ  any  part  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  as  a  posse  comitatus,  or 
otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
the  laws  except  in  such  cases,  and  under 
such  circumstances  as  such  employment 


of  said  force  may  be  expressly  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  or  by  act  of  Con- 
gress." 

Gentlemen,  you  have  a  plain  duty.  It 
is  upon  you  alone  that  the  vindication  of 
law  rests.  If  you  fail  in  your  duty,  the 
people  are  without  redress.  You,  alone 
may  consider  this  heinous  infraction  of 
much  that  is  considered  sacred  in  the 
traditions  of  freedom,  this  outrage  against 
law.  Military  domination  has  been  jeal- 
ously guarded  against  by  our  race;  there 
is  no  principle  more  firmly  embedded  in 
our  institutions,  than  the  subordination 
of  the  military  to  the  civil.  The  former 
embodies  the  irresponsible,  the  despotic 
power,  the  latter  breathes  freedom  and 
justice. 

There  are,  gentlemen,  many  respects 
in  which  Territories  are  discriminated 
against;  let  it  not  be  said  of  you,  that 
you  forged  another  chain  for  their  necks. 

It  is  time  that  the  carpet  bag  idea,  that 
Territories  have  no  rights  and  may  be 
overrun  at  pleasure,  is  checked. 

I  call  upon  you,  then,  to  investigate 
the  charge  preferred,  and  if  you  become 
convinced  that  the  law  is  as  I  state  it,  to 
bring  the  trespassers  to  justice. 

Publius. 
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A  day  or  two  ago  I  received  a  letter 
from  an  Elder,  now  on  a  mission,  asking 
why  the  leaders  of  the  Church  did  not 
"step  up  boldly  with  the  courage  of 
martyrs,  and  show  a  disposition  like 
that  of  the  early  Protestant  reformers," 
to  meet  the  issue.  He  says  their 
not  doing  so,  for  the  reason  that  they 
cannot  get  a  fair  trial  and  that  the  pres- 
ent U.  S.  officials  are  inspired  by  ani- 
mosity, are  not  sufficient  grounds  to 
suit  him.  "Some  will  say,"  says  he, 
"that  President  Taylor  is  needed  in  the 
service  of  the  Church,  but  I  think  that 
the  President  would  be  doing  the 
Church  better  service  by  offering  him- 
self as  a  martyr."  To  substantiate  this 
idea  he  says,  "It  is  well  known  that  in 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs  lies  the  seed  of 
the  Church." 


The  following  is  in  substance  my  re- 
ply and  if  there  is  anything  in  it  calcu- 
lated to  do  good  to  the  readers  of  the 
Contributor  I  shall  be  gratified.  In 
view  of  the  theory  of  our  religion:  pro- 
fessed faith  in  revelation  from  God,  and 
an  inspired  Priesthood,  it  should  follow 
that  we  are  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Almighty,  in  all  important  matters,  in 
times  of  tranquility;  and  regarding  the 
wisest  policy  and  the  best  means  of  pro- 
tection, in  times  of  persecution  and 
trouble.  This  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
sufficient  reason  for  the  policy  being 
pursued  by  the  First  Presidency  and 
the  leading  members  of  the  Church  in 
the  present  relentless  crusade  against 
their  liberties,  their  property.their  wives 
and  children,  their  homes  and  the  tem- 
poral interests  of  the  Church  at  large, 
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over  which  it  is  their  duty  to   exercise 
care. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Presi- 
dency and  the  Council  of  the  Apostles, 
and  the  principal  leading  men  of  the 
Church  are  perfectly  agreed  and  united 
upon  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted; 
nor  is  it  likely  that  very  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  regard  this 
matter  in  the  light  of  a  mistaken  policy, 
as  you  seem  to  do.  The  counsels  of 
the  First  Presidency  have  been  so  plain 
and  pointed,  and  so  emphatic  respecting 
the  proper  course  to  be  followed  in  all 
these  matters,  notably  as  set  forth  in 
their  general  epistles,  which  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Conference  of  the 
Church  and  unanimously  approved  and 
confirmed,  that  I  have  never  had  a 
doubt  as  to  the  unanimity  of  the  whole 
Church,  including  officers  and  members, 
in  regard  to  these  matters, much  less  a  de- 
sire to  setup  my  judgment  singly  against 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  Church,  or 
believe  that  all  could  be  wrong  and  I 
alone  right,  provided  I  might  not  just 
see  eye  to  eye  with  my  brethren  and 
the  majority  of  the  Saints.  In  the  event 
of  an  individual  member  being  unable 
to  agree  with  the  judgment  which  shapes 
the  policy  of  the  Church  of  God, I  think 
it  very  unwise  for  him  to  proclaim  his 
unbelief,  or  attempt  to  assert  his  belief 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding  the 
reasons  set  forth  for  the  Church  policy 
may  not  be  to  him  "sufficient  grounds," 
and  though  he  may  think  he  has 
better  grounds  for  his  contrary 
belief.  In  doing  so  he  places  him- 
self in  opposition  if  not  in  antag- 
onism with  his  brethren,  making  a 
breach  he  may  find,  after  he  learns  his 
mistake,  very  difficult  to  bridge  over.  I 
would  recommend  careful  inquiry  of 
the  Lord  and  earnest  effort  not  to 
strengthen  an  opposing  view  and  spirit, 
but  to  find  out  the  true  cause  of  the 
difference;  remembering  that  the  inci- 
dent related  of  the  "obstinate"  eleven 
jurymen  who  "withstood"  the  twelfth 
will  not  answer  for  Latter-day  Saints, 
nor  for  intelligent  people  any  where. 
It  is  not  likely  that,  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
the  one  would  be  right  and  all  the  rest 


wrong.  There  is  no  new  light  nor 
advanced  truth  involved;  it  is  but  the 
difference  of  opinion  regarding  a  policy. 
"If  the  Mormon  leaders  are  sincere 
and  honest  in  their  religion  why  do  they 
not  meet  the  issue  squarely  and  go  to 
prison."  This  very  flippant  query  may 
have  the  appearance  of  plausibility 
coming  from  an  out  side  source,  or 
from  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
situation  and  have  no  interest  in  com- 
mon with  the  Saints.  But  it  sounds 
very  harsh  and  discordant  coming  from 
an  Elder  of  the  Church  on  a  mission, 
sent  out  as  an  exponent  of  the  doctrine, 
faith,  spirit  and  hopes  of  the  Saints,  to 
enlighten  the  world.  It  is  true  that  a 
few  who  have  been  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  realities  of  the  present  crusade 
have  faltered;  among  them  one  or  two 
who  have  been  regarded  as  staunch  and 
true.  There  are  specific  causes  for  this 
faltering  that  need  not  be  referred  to 
here,  but  the  vast  majority  of  those  who 
have  been  put  on  trial  for  their  religious 
convictions  and  practices,  have  faced 
the  music  in  the  brave  spirit  of  true 
heroism  that  one  might  suppose  would 
suit  the  most  fastidious;  nor  is  the  num- 
ber of  these  honorable  martyrs  by  any 
means  insignificant.  It  is  very  great  in 
view  of  but  a  single  year's  operations 
by  the  mission  courts  of  Utah,  in  their 
anti-Christian  crusade  against  our  reli- 
gion. There  are  over  one  hundred 
of  these  martyrs  to  principle  in 
the  Territories  of  Utah,  Idaho  and 
Arizona,  and  the  mills  of  the  anti  Mor- 
mon, anti-liberal,  anti-Christain,  anti- 
constitutional  demigods  are  still  grind- 
ing. Yet  the  feeling  that  has  been 
inspired  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  east  and  west,  has  not  been  that  of 
sympathy  for  these  sufferers, nor  one  cal- 
culated to  produce  the  results  you  have 
counted  upon  in  your  letter  to  me.  On 
the  contrary  the  conviction  and  im- 
prisonment of  some  of  our  most  promi- 
nent men,  has  seemed  to  have  the  effect 
of  whetting  the  appetite  of  our  enemies 
for  more  of  that  sort  of  thing;  the  same 
effect  that  the  scent  of  blood  would 
have  upon  beasts  of  prey.  Because  the 
brethren  will  go  to  prison  and  suffer  the 
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pains  and  penalties  of  an  infamous  law 
which  puts  to  shame  the  decree  of 
Nebuchadnezzer,  consigning  the  three 
Hebrews  to  the  fiery  furnace,  or  of 
Darius  against  Daniel,  (Daniel  third  and 
sixth  chapters),  rather  than  deny  their 
faith  and  renounce  their  wives  and  help- 
less children,  their  heartless  persecutors 
at  once  put  their  fertile  brains  to  work 
and  invented  a  way  to  make  their  im- 
prisonment perpetual  and  their  fines 
ad  libitum;  and  that  too  without  the 
warrant  of  law,  or  precedent,  even, 
under  the  provisions  and  power  of  the 
vindictive,  loose,  and  barbarous  Ed- 
munds law. 

Yet  you  say,  "I  cannot  understand 
why  men  should  be  afraid  to  face  any 
tribunal  for  doing  what  they  know  to  be 
the  will  of  the  Supreme."  It  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  judge  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  leading  Elders .  of  the 
Church,  that  not  miny  of  them  would 
shrink  from  duty,  how  ever  hard  to 
bear,  or  leave  their  posts  to  avoid  in- 
justice and  cruelty  from  the  hands  of 
their  persecutors  in  this  religio-political 
crusade,  if  they  were  to  follow  their 
natural  inclinations.  But  they  are  will- 
ing to  let  reason  dictate,  and  the  coun- 
sels of  God  are  not  as  the  counsels  of 
men.  Indeed  it  is  much  easier  for  some 
people  to  act  heroically  than  it  is  for 
them  to  act  wisely,  or  to  be  foolishly 
bold  and  daring  than  to  be  discreet  and 
prudent.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  con- 
tend for  their  rights,  especially  when  the 
dearest  objects  of  their  lives  are 
involved  in  the  struggle,  and  when  the 
worst  comes  to  the  worst,  it  is  no  sacri- 
fice for  them  to  give  their  lives,  after  the 
exhaustion  of  their  utmost  strength  and 
other  means  of  defense,  for  the  cause  of 
liberty. 

It  is  infamous  to  say  that  it  is  not  lib- 
erty that  we  are  struggling  for,  and  it  is 
false  to  say  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  pursuing  towards  the 
Latter-day  Saints  a  liberal  or  a  just 
course.  It  is  oppression  that  is  being 
heaped  upon  us,  and  retribution  will 
recoil  upon  its  perpetrators.  Your  re- 
mark, quoted  above,  can  only  be  con- 
strued to  refer  to  the  leading  authorities 


of  the  Church,  who  are  not  simple — not 
to  say  fool-hardy  enough  to  plunge 
themselves  into  prison,  and  their  families 
into  distress,  want,  suffering,  and  all  the 
grievous  and  bitter  conditions  incident 
to  such  a  course;  the  object  being  to 
show  to  the  world  that  they  are  willing 
to  become  martyrs.  The  folly  of  this 
can  only  provoke  astonishment,  that 
such  an  idea  could  be  entertained  for  a 
moment  by  a  member  of  the  Church. 

Again  I  quote:  "I  think  the  President 
would  be  doing  the  church  better  ser- 
vice by  offering  himself  as  a  martyr,  * 
*  in  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  lies  the 
seed  of  the  church."  Take  it  all  in  all, 
this  strikes  me  to  be  about  as  cold- 
blooded a  view  of  the  situation  as  the 
most  rabid  enemy  of  the  cause  could 
well  desire.  Coming  from  an  Elder  in 
the  Church  it  sends  the  chills  running 
through  one's  frame,awakening  a  feeling 
akin  to  horror.  I  would  fain  believe 
that  you  were  quoting  the  words  of 
some  thoughtless,  disinterested  person, 
but  I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  doing  so. 
President  John  Taylor  is  an  aged,  feeble 
man;  his  venerable  head  showing  the 
frosts  of  nearly  four  score  years.  Long 
ago,  in  Carthage,  Illinois,  on  the  ever- 
memorable  twenty-seventh  day  of  June, 
1844,  he  sealed  his  testimony  with  his 
blood,  which  was  mingled  with  the 
blood  of  the  martyred  Prophet  and 
Patriarch.  Is  there  a  Latter-day  Saint 
in  the  world  who  would  again  have  him 
immolated  on  the  shrine  of  martyrdom? 
For  humanity's  sake,  I  would  say  perish 
the  thought! 

We  do  not  forget  the  influence  brought 
to  bear  on  Joseph  Smith,  to  pursuade 
him  to  give  himself  up  to  his  enemies, 
nor  the  results  of  his  doing  so.  The 
Spirit  of  God  admonished  him,  as  it  has 
President  Taylor  and  his  brethren,  to 
keep  out  of  the  way  of  his  enemies,  and 
he  would  have  hearkened,  but  the  voice 
of  blatant  goats  in  the  midst  of  the 
sheep,  upbraided  him  with  cowardice, 
with  'fear  to  face  the  tribunal"  awaiting 
him;  with  "fleeing  from  the  flock  like  a 
false  shepherd,  when  danger  approached 
and  the  wolf  drew  near,"  and  dared  him 
to  come  back — for  he  had  started  to  the 
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west  to  keep  away  from  his  enemies — 
and  "face  the  enemy."  He  and  his 
brother  Hyrum,  who  were  innured  to 
persecution,  accustomed  to  threats  of 
death  and  violence,  but  who  were 
strangers  to/ear,  returned  to  meet  their 
enemies  and  "face  the  tribunal"  of  death. 
Let  it  be  said  that  the  blood  of  the 
martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the  Church,  but 
God  forbid  that  that  blood  should  be 
upon  my  head,  or  upon  the  heads  of  my 
children  through  my  consenting  thereto. 

It  never  occurred  to  me  that  President 
John  Taylor  was  afraid  to  meet  any 
tribunal.  Neither  do  I  see  how  a  Latter- 
day  Saint,  supposed  to  be  in  good  stand- 
ing and  fellowship  in  the  Church,  and 
with  the  means  in  his  reach,  of  possess- 
ing a  knowledge  of  the  history,  life- 
work  and  example,  and  the  present  firm, 
uncompromising  position  of  President 
Taylor,  could  attribute  to  him  "fear'" 
of  anything  but  wickedness  or  wrong 
doing.  Never  in  all  his  long  and 
prominent  and  eventful  life,  passing 
through  the  severest  tests  of  manhood, 
integrity  and  courage  in  his  experiences 
in  the  Church,  was  he  known  to  show  a 
tremor,  much  less  the  character  of  a 
coward.  I  should  judge  him  to  be  a 
man  void  of  fear  and  as  ready  to  face 
anything,  even  to  death  itself,  as  any 
man  living,  for  principle  and  religion 
and  truth. 

President  John  Taylor  entered  into 
polygamy  long  prior  to  the  passage  of 
thefrst  anti-polygamy  act,  in  1S62.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Edmunds 
bill,  in  1882,  he  separated  from  his  family 
and  refrained  from  cohabiting  with  his 
wives,  in  the  endeavor  to  place  himself 
in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  his  country, 
however  unjust  or  cruel,  in  the  hope 
that  the  law  would  be  annulled  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Hence, 
he  has  never  violated  a  law  of  the  land, 
and  cannot  be  justly  punished  for  any 
crime;  for  he  is  innocent.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  it  is  generally  understood  that 
he  has  been  indicted  for  "unlawful  cohab- 
itation" with  his  wives.  Now  if  he  can  be 
indicted  without  evidence,  for  a  crime  of 
which  he  is  innocent,  he  can  as  easily  be 
convicted,    fined    and    imprisoned,   no 


matter  how  falsely  and  cruelly,  for  a 
misdemeanor  of  which  he  is  not  guilty. 

A.  M.  Cannon  and  A.  M.  Musser,  were 
indicted  for  "unlawful  cohabitation,"  of 
which  there  was  not  a  cintilla  of  evi- 
dence, indeed  they  proved — or  would 
have  proved  had  they  been  allowed  to 
do  so,  their  innocence  of  the  charges,  but 
they  were  convicted,  fined  and  impri- 
soned, not  for  "unlawful  cohabitation" 
for  which  they  were  indicted,  but  for 
"holding  out,"  a  crime  not  contem- 
plated in  the  law,  and  originating  and 
existing  only  in  the  degraded  minds  of 
mission  judges  and  lawyers. 

Apostle  Lorenzo  Snow  was  indicted 
three  separate  times  for  the  same  offense 
"unlawful  cohabitation."  In  his  trial 
he  was  not  proven  guilty  of  the  offense 
charged  in  these  several  indictments,  but 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  for  the  pro- 
secution proved  him  innocent.  Yet  he 
was  mechanically  convicted  three  times, 
sentenced  three  times,  to  three  times 
the  amont  of  fine  tand  three  times  the 
length  of  imprisonment,  that  the  law 
allows.  And  this  is  only  a  tithe  of  what 
might  be  said  of  this  injustice.  Yet 
how  much  has  injustice  affected  the 
sympathy  of  the  world?  Had  the  course 
you  recommended  been  adopted,  that  is: 
"every  man  had  stepped  up  boldly  with 
courage  of  a  sincere  martyr  and  showed  a 
disposition  like  that  of  the  early  pro- 
testant  reformers,  the  feeling  that  must 
have  run  through  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  east  must  have  been  that  of 
sympathy"  etc.  So  far  from  its  producing 
the  results  you  seem  to  imagine  it  would 
have  done,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
hue  and  cry  would  have  gone  up  all  the 
more  through  out  the  land:  "Crucify 
them,  crucify  them,  fine  them,  imprison 
them,  they  are  affecting  to  be  martyrs  in 
order  to  hold  their  grip  upon  the  people! 
It  is  bravado,  defiance,  contempt  for  the 
law  and  government,  heresy,  fanati- 
cism, treason!  Away  with  them!  Away 
with  them!  And  with  this  cry  on  their 
lips,  and  the  assumption  of  fifty-five 
millions  of  people  at  their  backs, 
with  all  the  facilities  of  government  at 
their  hand  these  law-defying,  peace-dis- 
rupting,vice-protecting,  god-defying  mis- 
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sion  officials,  would  soon  find  the  means 
to  multiply  penalties  against  the  inno- 
cent, and  set  the  guilty  free;  make  per- 
petual the  imprisonment  of  the  Mor- 
mons, and  decree  that  the  libertines 
shall  not  be  interfered  with. 

Once  in  prison,  with  this  fiendish, 
reckless,  mobocratic  power  in  the  hands, 
and  this  evil  spirit  in  the  breasts  of  their 
enemies,  the  Presidency  would  have 
their  mouths  closed  and  their  voices 
hushed  as  effectually  as  though  they  were 
in  their  graves;  with  the  difference,  that 
in  prison  they  would  be  fettered, 
manacled  and  chained,  while  in  death 
their  enimies  would  cease  to  have  power 
to  stifle  their  thoughts, chain  their  spirits 
or  crush  out  their  liberties.  And  the 
world  would  shout  with  glee,  sing 
praises  and  give  gifts,  for  their  unjust 
afflictions,  rather  than  be  touched  with 
pity  or  softened  by  sympathy.  The 
world  has  ever  proven  itself  incapable 
to  forgive  those  whom  it  has  injured,  or 
to  do  justice  to  those  whom  it  has 
wronged.  These  acts  of  justice  are 
ever  left  to  succeeding  generations. 

In  the  light  of  facts  the  leaders  of  the 
Church  are  not  avoiding  any  honor- 
able issue,  nor  evading  a  lawful  law. 
It  is  persecution,  oppression,  uncon- 
stitutional, illegal  and  unprecedented 
acts,  and  strained  and  unauthorized  con- 
structions of  one  of  the  most  cruel, harsh 
unnecessary  and  therefore  most  infam- 
ous of  laws,  passed  against  the  religion 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints  they  are  oppos- 
ing. Is  it  any  honor  to  the  country  or  to 
the  victims  of  anti  Christian  spite  for  an 
innocent  man  to  be  dragged  through  a 
mock  trial, — a  form  of  law,  to  be  con- 
victed, as  Apostle  Lorenzo  Snow,  Presi- 
dent A.  M.  Cannon  and  Bishop  A.  M. 
Musser  and  others  have  been;  by  a 
packed  jury  of  their  sworn  enemies, 
selected  by  open  venire,  without  law,  by 
judge  and  prosecuting  attorney,  who 
are  both  bitterly  hostile  to  the  people 
and  religion  on  trial?  For  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  individual  is  not 
the  object  of  this  wicked  hatred  but  as 
graphically  expressed  by  C.  J.  James  B. 
McKean,  "while  the  case  at  bar  is  Brig- 
ham  Young  vs.  the  United  States,  its 


other  and   real   name   is   the  U.  S.  vs. 
polygamic  theocracy." 

Is  it  not  "sufficient  ground"  for  a  man 
to  keep  out  of  the  path  of  highwaymen 
when  he  knows  where  they  are  lying  in 
ambush  to  rob  him?  Is  it  not  "sufficient 
ground,"  to  keep  out  of  the  power  of  a 
gang  of  garrotters  and  lynchers,  whom 
you  know  to  be  bent  upon  the  des- 
truction of  innocent  families,  the  ruin 
of  unoffending,  men,  women  and 
children,  and  upon  rapine,  debauch- 
ery and  oppression,  not  even  scrup- 
ling at  murder  to  accomplish  their 
infernal  desires?  Is  it  wise  to  thrust 
one's  head  into  the  extended  jaws  of  an 
enraged  hungry  lion,  when  it  can  be 
avoided?  Would  it  be  manly  and  truly 
heroic  for  one  to  jump  into  the  abyss  of 
cruel  incarceration,  prospectively  as 
continuous  and  effectual  as  death,  to 
please  the  morbid  sentiments  of  lookers- 
on,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  situation? 
How  can  anyone  wish  to  deprive  an 
aged  veteran  like  President  Taylor,  of 
the  right  of  self  preservation,  "the  first 
law  of  nature,"  from  the  power  of  un- 
principled men,  who  would  stop  at 
nothing  they  could  overcome,  to  convict 
him,  whether  or  no,  in  order  to  humil- 
iate, disgrace  and  insult  him,  and  brand 
him  with  the  color  of  crime;  thrust  him, 
aged  and  feeble  as  he  may  be,  into  a  den 
of  thieves  and  murderers,  clothed  in  their 
prison  garb,  and  again  jeopardize  his 
life,  so  long  consecrated  to  the  service 
of  Zion! 

When  it  comes  to  a  test  of  faith  in, 
and  integrity  to  principles  of  our  religion, 
I  trust  you  will  find  the  Presidency  of 
the  Church  equal  to  the  trial,  but  I  hope 
they  will  never  so  far  lose  their  judgment 
and  the  spirit  of  God  as  to  walk  with 
their  eyes  open,  purposely,  into  a  cyclone 
of  unreasoning  human  passions,  bigoted, 
anti-Christian  hatred,  which  knows,  and 
will  stop  at  no  bounds,  but  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  objects  of  its  proscriptive 
wrath.  It  will  be  time  enough  for  Presi- 
dent John  Taylor  to  go  to  prison,  or  to 
offer  himself  as  a  martyr  when  he  can 
avoid  it  no  longer  by  honorable  means. 
This  is  the  opinion  of  yours  sincerely, 
Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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